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 A 
s we wander in the wilderness time of Lent, one of the things 

that we can become aware of is how fragile we are at so many 
levels. Each of us in our own unique way has to come to terms 

with that. I say come to terms with it, and not overcome it. There is a 
temptation in some Christian circles to promote a kind of Nietzschean 
spirituality where the Christian ought to become some kind of superman, 
able to deal with every crisis that comes his or her way. We are encour-
aged (usually with the application of a few well -chosen biblical plati-
tudes) to stand strong, to resist and to keep the faith. I remember sing-
ing hymns like Will you anchor hold in the storms of life when I was a BB 
(thatôs Boys Brigade and not Baby Boomer!) Now of course thereôs noth-
ing wrong with a decent dose of robust encouragement to strengthen 
the feeble knees, but if one is left feeling that one is not meeting the 
standard that is set by those who appear to know about these things, 
then I think that can leave people weaker rather than making them 
stronger. Indeed, I would go as far as to say that, in some cases, it can 
become a deliberate strategy on the part of some insecure leaders to 
keep people that way. No, as Paul says, it is when we are weak, that we 
are strong. It is that paradox which lies at the heart of not just what it 
means to be a Christian, but what it means to be human.  
 
And I suppose in that sense Lent becomes a microcosm of our whole life 
experience. How we respond in Lent to our fragility can say a lot about 
how we live the other 320 or so days of the year. Do we actively engage 

with the Lenten experience? In other words, do we reflect on our lives as 
a means to developing who we are as men and women, or do we simply 
trundle on under the assumption that weôve got nothing much to learn 
and not a lot more to give. Because that is the great temptation ï to 
equate weakness with apathy. óIôm weak so what difference can I possi-
bly make?ô The greatest threat to the church doesnôt come form neo-
Darwinists like Richard Dawkins, or from fundamentalists of other faiths. 
The real danger for the church, particularly the western church is apathy. 
Life, despite the continuing crisis with our countryôs finances, is reasona-
bly good. Itôs been that way for a while now. And when lifeôs good then 
the temptation, like that of the rich fool, is to take life easy, to eat drink 
and be merry. Itôs at that point when the more important issues of life 
get pushed to the background. Things like faith, love, and goodness be-
come a kind of embarrassing background noise which we overlay with 
stuff which gets us through the day - like politeness and prudence (the 
make-up of choice for those who find facing the truth more than a little 
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uncomfortable).  

 
But Paul said, when I am weak then I am strong. It is a big mistake to 
think that weakness is a sign of weakness. Itôs one of the reasons, I 
think, that the church is largely populated by the stronger sex ï women. 
Men have been fooled into thinking that church is ófor the women and 
the weansô. But that other man, Jesus, shows us something different. He 
did not act the hero. There was nothing remotely heroic about his ex-
perience in the wilderness ï he simply responded in his weakness to the 
situation he encountered with honesty and faith. He remained and re-
mains the fragile saviour who, in his desire to free us from apathy and 
despair, was committed to the point of death, that we may see in him a 
life of honour and love ï a life worth living for ourselves.  
 
As we approach the holiest moment of the Christian calendar may we all 
seek to brush off the cobwebs of apathy and rejoice in the weakness 
that allows the power of God to work in our lives.  
 

Scott 

Prayer Support Team  
 

In March please pray for 
 

          Alison Robertson                         Mary Wallace  
 

as they pray for  

We remember this month 
Sunday School Teachers  

Helen Taylor 
Mrs McPherson 

Zillah Brown 
Pat & Findlay Killin 

Toby & Angela Churchill  
Jennifer & Greg Oliver & Family 

 

Edna Miller 
Wendy Henderson & Family 

Mary Sneddon 
Judith & John Sydee 

Scott & Alison Robertson & Family 
Mrs Rowland 

Dolores Jamieson 
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CHRISTIAN AID  

  
Even though Christian Aid Week is not until May (9h to 
15th), which is only three months away. Iõm starting to look 
for door to door collectors now.  So if you can spare a 
couple of hours one night or day to help collect for 

Christian Aid then please put your name on Christian Aid sheet at the back 
of Church.  Once again you can put your name against a street or streets that 
youõd like to collect in. 
So if youõve collected in the past then I need you this year and if youõve 
never collected Iõd like to hear from you.  Rather collecting on your own 
why not get together with a friend or two and then collect in a few streets 
together. 
This is just an early reminder and Iõll be looking for òvolunteersó during 
March and April. 
  

Stuart Mitchell  
 

 
Gift Day, March 28th Palm Sunday 

 
This year's Gift Day for Ardrossan and Irvine takes 
place on March 28th. Hopefully you should have 
your Gift Day envelope included with your magazine. 
You can return your Gift Day envelope on any 
Sunday prior to the 28th (Palm Sunday) or you can 

wait till the day itself when we will be focussing on the Day and giving 
thanks for God's provision for us. If you are a taxpayer, please note that 
you can use Gift Aid as a means to giving an extra 28% at no cost to 
you. If you have not received a Gift Aid form from your treasurer, they 
will happily give you one to complete. Many thanks in 
advance as you consider this important date in the church 
calendar. 
 

Scott 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
 

Across  
1. Evolve 
5. Windstorm 
6. One more 
7. Proposition 

Down  
1. Diminish 
2. Wordy 
3. Tanned animal skin 
4. Computer instructions 

Solutions on page 11 

SODUKU 
 

In case you donôt know the 
rules of Sudoku here they 
are. Place a digit from 1 to 
9 in each empty cell so 
every row, every column, 
and every 3 x 3 box 
contains the digits 1 to 9. 
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CIRCLE 

CONE 

CUBE 
CUBOID  

CYLINDER 
DECAGON 
DODECAHEDRON 
ELLIPSE 

HEPTAGON 
HEXAGON 

NONAGON 

OCTAGON 

OCTAHEDRON 
PARALLELOGRAM 

PENTAGON 
POLYGON 
POLYHEDRON 
PRISM 

PYRAMID 
QUADRILATERAL  

RECTANGLE 

RHOMBUS 

SEMICIRCLE  
SPHERE 

SQUARE 
TETRAHEDRON 
TRAPEZIUM 
TRIANGLE 

  


