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 he season of Advent is upon us once again. Like Lent, itôs 

a season of waiting. In Advent we anticipate all the good 

stuff that the great celebration of Christmas brings.  But 

we also think about the future.  We reflect on the rule of God in 

our lives and in our world. The difficulty we can have with seasons 

like Advent is that we want to have the good stuff now.  Like kids 

who canôt wait to rip open their presents on Christmas morning, 

we can be frustrated at what appears to be a kind of limbo before 

the main event.  We find waiting difficult.  

 

Iôve just finished a book that I should have read many years ago 

but for one reason or another didnôt get round to.  Itôs called 

Silence and itôs about Portuguese missionaries working in Japan in 

the 17th century.  Without wishing to spoil the plot, the silence that 

one of the main characters, Rodrigues, encounters again and again 

is the silence of God, particularly in the face of the hardship that 

he and many of his other Christian converts experience at the 

hands of the Japanese authorities.  To this extent itôs quite a 

harrowing and even disturbing story.  And itôs a book that in many 

ways is about waiting.   Thereôs the anticipation of the voyage to 

the strange world of Japan, thereôs the waiting in secret in the hut 

to avoid the attention of the magistrate, thereôs the waiting for 

torture or death.  And overarching it all is the waiting for God to 

break his silence and make the whole missionary enterprise have 

some meaning. 

 

Rodriguesô desire for the silence to be broken is echoed in the 

Bible itself:  óOh that you would rend the heavens and come 

down!ô shouts Isaiah (Isaiah 64:1).  You can see it again and again 

in the prophets and in the book of Job the seeming impassivity of 

God. Itôs as if God is hidden from the world.  If only he would 

make a personal appearance and everything would be fine! 

T  
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 That personal appearance is exactly what we celebrate at 

Christmas. But we have to wait for it during Advent.  And in a 

sense that waiting reflects the kind of experience we have in living 

the life of faith.  We have the disadvantage of not having seen 

Jesus in the flesh.  But so what?  That would apply to 99.9999% of 

the rest of the world.  In fact Jesus seemed to turn this on its head 

when he said: óDo you believe because you have seen me?  

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.ô  (John 20: 

29)  Seeing and believing are not so inextricably linked, and it 

would seem that not seeing is just as important in the life of faith. 

And thatôs where the waiting comes in.  

 

The truth is the world is still a place of suffering and conflict, much 

of it caused by human beings.  We donôt have all the answers and 

at times we would wish that the whole thing got sorted out with 

the wave of a mighty magic wand ï Oh that you would rend the 

heavens and come down!  But we have to wait, and it is in the 

waiting that we realise the truth that energises us in the face of 

trouble ï we do not wait alone.  óThe world in solemn stillness lay 

to hear the angels singô.  Each of us share in this active waiting 

upon God and, as we hold the line of faith, we present to the 

world, not an immediate solution to all the problems and 

difficulties it faces, but a different kind of answer ï the answer that 

says,  óIn all of this, we are with you and God is with you.  Be at 

peace.ô 

 

Have a peace-filled Christmas 

and a good New Year. 

 

  Scott 
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Prayer Support Team  
 

In December please pray for 
 

 Evelline Gray            and          Susan McHarg  
 

                                          as they pray for  

We remember this month,  
the members of the Irvine Menôs Club 

Prayer Support Team  
 

In January please pray for 
 

Stuart Mitchell      and      Anna Sinclair  
 

as they pray for  

We remember this month,  
the members of the Irvine Womenôs Guild 

Freda & Hugh Allison 
John & Eleanor Boss 

Sandra & Claire White 
Henry & Wilma Wallace & Family 

Margaret Skelton & family 
 

Karen Robertson 
Neil & Sharon Street 
John & Cathie McMillan & Family 
Alison & Gary Corbett & Family 
Hugh Teyhan 
Mrs Crews 

Sandy Montgomerie  
Keith & Gillian Reeve & Family 

Sadie & Joe Temple 
Mr & Mrs Moodie 

Mr Jewkes 
Mat & Nicola Still 

 
Anne & Samuel Wilkes 
Mr & Mrs Carter 
Helen & Graham Ternent & Family 
Lindsey & Kevin O'Neill & Family 
William McGonigal 
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 Animal Blessing Service, 14 th  November 2009  
 
Introduction:  
A newly discovered chapter in the Book of 
Genesis has provided the answer to "Where do 
pets come from?" 
 
Adam said, "Lord, when I was in the garden, 
you walked with me everyday. Now I do not see 
you anymore. I am lonesome here and it is difficult for me to remember 
how much you love me.ò  And God said, "No problem! I will create a 
companion for you that will be with you forever & who will be a 
reflection of my love for you, so that you will love me even when you 
cannot see me. Regardless of how selfish or childish or unlovable you 
may be, this new companion will accept you as you are & will love you 
as I do, in spite of yourself."  

 
And God created a new animal to be a companion for 
Adam.  And it was a good animal. And God was pleased. 
And the new animal was pleased to be with Adam & he 
wagged his tail.  And Adam said, "Lord, I have already 
named all the animals in the Kingdom & I cannot think of 
a name for this new animal."  And God said, " Because I 

have created this new animal to be a reflection of my love for you, his 
name will be a reflection of my own name, and you will call him DOG."  
 
And Dog lived with Adam & was a companion to him & 
loved him. And Adam was comforted. And God was 
pleased. And Dog was content & wagged his tail.  After a 
while, it came to pass that Adam's guardian angel came 
to the Lord & said, "Lord, Adam has become filled with 
pride. He struts & preens like a peacock & he believes he is worthy of 

adoration. Dog has indeed taught him that he is loved, but perhaps too 
well." 

 
And the Lord said, "I will create for him a companion who 
will be with him forever & who will see him as he is. The 
companion will remind him of his limitations, so he will 
know that he is not always worthy of adoration."  

Cont on page 8 
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Santa Tracking !!!!!!  

 

Here is a web site for 

kids, both young and not so 

young, that will allow you to keep track 

of Santa on his journey on the 24 th  De-

cember. This is done with the help of 

NORAD (yes the North American Aero-

space Defence Command).    

www.noradsanta.org 
 

Do Sudoku  

       
 (Answers on page 9) 


