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I  
ôve just come back from a day conference for clergy on how to run 

meetings effectively. You would have thought that after nearly 
twenty years of doing that kind of thing that this would be a little 
superfluous. In fact it was a very worthwhile time. It was good be-

cause there was something to learn and the content was excellent, but 
what I enjoyed almost as much was the fact that we were there together 
for a common purpose, and that in itself was very encouraging. Like any 
other group, clergy can get very cynical about ótrainingô or what is called 
in my line of work ócontinuing ministry developmentô, but I say again that 
this was actually a very good day and well worth the time and energy. 
So watch out AGMs! 
 
What I ended up thinking about was learning. I wonder if part of the 
cynicism that folk feel about events like the one I attended is down to 
the fact that thereôs a temptation to think that there comes a point 
where there is little to learn in any one area. For many, training days be-
come an opportunity simply to hear the latest jargon or buzz words 
which are supposed to be motivational but end up being far from that 
laudable goal. As a result folk can go away de-motivated and confirmed 
in their cynicism. I think that the content of training days has a large 
part to play in that. Sometimes, not to put too fine a point on it, they are 
rubbish. But I think to place all the blame on the event lets us the par-
ticipants off the hook. The mindset that we bring to an event like a train-
ing day can determine how much we actually get out of it. If we think 

we have very little to learn or that we have heard it all before, then its 
likely that our ears and eyes will be shut to anything that is new and 
constructive. 
 
The word ólearnô comes from the root óloreô which can mean a body of 
teaching or wisdom. I like the idea that there is this wisdom out there, as 
it were, waiting to be tapped into. And each of us is called to be seekers 
after wisdom. In the letter of James we read: If any of you lacks wis-
dom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding 
fault, and it will be given to him. (James 1:5) The problem with a verse 
like that is that it can give the impression that we donôt have much to do 
with the process. Ask God, it seems to say, and it will all fall into your 
lap. I donôt think thatôs what itôs saying, and the key bit is that phrase 
near the end which speaks of God being generous and not finding fault. 
God knows us through and through. He knows that we have a tendency 
to think that there is nothing more for us to learn. We can become arro-
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gant or lazy. But God doesnôt hold that against us. Heôs only too de-

lighted when we recognise that in fact we always do  have something 
more to learn, some new insight to gain. After all, if you think about it, 
the point where we think we have nothing more to learn is a rather dis-
mal place. Itôs a dead place, with no spark, no sense of adventure. Itôs a 
space that smacks of finality and staleness. Recognising that you always 
have more to learn is not to say that you are stupid. Itôs precisely the 
opposite. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom we are told. 
That seems to me, to mean that we have to humbly recognise our little 
place in this vast universe and that this smallness, paradoxically, be-
comes the launch point of the great adventure we call life.  
 
Letôs rejoice in the fact that we donôt know everything and so seek to 
learn, or even re-learn what it is that brings meaning to our lives. Be-
cause we do have to work at it. It doesnôt just fall into our laps. Some-
times we do have to do some formal or informal training. How we ap-
proach this training for life will determine what we get out of it. So letôs 
not scoff at stuff like training but see it as an opportunity for growth.  
 
See you at the AGM 

Scott 

 

Prayer Support Team  
 

In November please pray for 
 

                June Wallace              and              Anna Currall  
 

                                          as they pray for  

We remember this month,  
the members of the Irvine Men's Club.  

Frank & Siobhan Smith & Family 
Marjorie Hannah 

Jim & Marion Noble & Family 
Jean & Kenneth McMillan 

Ella Nettlefold 
 

   Ann & George McQuade 
   Helen & Crawford Logan 
   Jean Roddie 
   Craig & Maureen Robertson & Family 
   Linda & Jim Newton & Family 
   Rona & Kenny Hope & Family 


