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 From the Rector  

 

I 
 ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘǎ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ 
personally, happy new year! Not only do we have a new year but we also 
have a new bishop, Dr Gregor Duncan, who will be consecrated sometime 
nearer to Easter. It was a delight to be able to share along with Sandy, 

Stuart, James and David in the moment of his election and I look forward to 
seeing what his new ministry offers us in the diocese. 
 
So, new year, new bishop, I wonder what else is new for us? We do live in a 
society that values things that are new. There is a temptation to regard 
ƴŜǿƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻǊ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ΨōŜǘǘŜǊΩ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘΦ hŦ 
course, there is much that we would want to celebrate when it comes to the 
new things of life. Penicillin was once new and, no doubt, the next few years 
will bring similar important new developments in medicine and in the sciences. 
 
So newness can be a good thing. But as Aldous Huxley, showed in his novel, 
Brave New World, there can be a dark side too. The desire for progress cannot 
ōŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ ƻƴŜΦ tǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻǊ ƴŜǿƴŜǎǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ 
vacuum. For one thing, many people can feel left behind. This is certainly true 
of the internet revolution which, for some older folk, is a world beyond their 
ken. As a result, there have already been cases of financial penalties for those 
ǿƘƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŀƴƪ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƻǊ ōǳȅ Ǌŀƛƭ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ 
a two-tier society when it comes to computer literacy. 
 
More broadly, however, is the assumption that progress is always a good thing. 
The French critic and novelist, Jean-Baptiste Alphonse Karr famously wrote: 
Ψtƭǳǎ œŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ŎΩŜǎǘ ƭŀ ƳşƳŜ ŎƘƻǎŜΩ όǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘΥ the more things 
change, the more they stay the same). Some take that rather cryptic remark to 
simply mean that history repeats itself, which is no doubt one aspect of what 
he was getting at. It seems to me however, that there is more here. He is saying 
that despite all the changes we see around us there are some things that do not 
change (at least not so dramatically) for example, human nature. Despite all the 
obvious benefits of technical advancement, there remains the unspoken 
uneasiness that people are not necessarily any happier than they were say a 
hundred years ago. Indeed, it may be argued that folk are a great deal more 
uneasy that they were a hundred years ago. 
 
                  Cont/.... 
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¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
gives us, if not cause for concern, at least pause for thought. In all the busyness, 
all the newness, all the change, we need to take a breath and reflect on the life 
that we live. It may be that this is why religion, instead of dying out as 
predicted by all the science-junkies, has actually had something of a new lease 
of life. People are trying to find something that will be an anchor in the ever-
changing sea of life.  
 
In an otherwise rather bleak book of the Bible, the Lamentations of Jeremiah 
we hear this nugget: 
 

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜŘΣ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ 
compassions never fail.  
They are new every new morning; great is you faithfulness.  
(Lam 3: 22-23) 

 
The newness here is not new in the sense that it is always progressing. It is new 
because we grasp it afresh at every moment. It is in the recapturing of the great 
truths of life (truths that we so often take for granted to such an extent that we 
effectively forget them) that we learn to celebrate the vitality of life itself. We 
become new when we hold on to the ancient truths of love and justice which 
ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƴōƻǿΦ LǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ 
always was, closer than we could possibly imagine.  
 

Scott 

 

Reading Group  
 

The next meeting of the Reading Group will take place on Wednesday March 
3rd at 6 Highet Gds, Irvine at 7.30pm. The novel that we will be looking at this 
time round is The Enemy of the Good by Michael Arditti. All are welcome. 
 

Scott 
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Prayer Support Team  
 

In February please pray for 
 

May Barclay      and      Connie Mulcock 
 

as they pray for  

We remember this month,  
the members of the Irvine Womenôs Guild 

Laura & Craig Diamond & Family 
John Townsend 

lain & Eva Brookes 
John & Lesley McCowatt 

Ray & Linda Young 

Mrs McLean  and   Sheelagh Lee 
Mary & Tom Wallace 
David & Oiridh Williams 
Susan & Tom Bell & Family 
Norma Paton   and   Hilda Vincent 

THE REGISTERS 
 

Dalry   
 

Departed this Life  

Elizabeth Marion Henderson 

22nd December 2009 

THE REGISTERS 
 

Ardrossan  
 

Departed this Life  

Edith Gordon 

5th January 2010 

 
The Registers and Prayer Team  
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 Our new bishop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On Saturday 16th January 2010, a meeting of the Electoral Synod elected 
the Very Reverend Doctor Gregor Duncan as Bishop of the Diocese of 
Glasgow  and Galloway.  Gregor is at present Rector of St Ninianôs, 
Pollockshields and Dean of the Diocese. 
 

The long process of selection was very ably conducted by the Primus, 
the Most Reverend David Chillingworth, who in a manner, which was 
gentle yet firm, made sure were all clear as to what was happening at 
each stage in the procedure.  His guidance throughout was much 
appreciated. 
 

After the announcement of the election result Gregor was invited to 
come to the Synod.  He received a very enthusiastic  welcome and was 
congratulated warmly by all in attendance.  
 

We wish him well for the time ahead of him as our Bishop.  
 

David Williams    (Lay Representative) 

 

Lent Groups 
 
Lent Groups will begin in the week of Monday 22nd February. We will be using 
material called Encounter, which promises to offer us something a little 
different. All are welcome to join in the groups which will meet fortnightly. 
Please see any of the clergy team for more details. 
 

Scott 
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Gift Day 2010  
 

This year in order to take 
advantage of a more beneficial tax 
reclaim, the Gift Day for Ardrossan 
and Irvine will take place on March 
28 th  (Palm Sunday) . To that end, 
Gift Day envelopes will be available 
with next monthôs magazine. You 
will be able to make your donation 
to the Gift Day at any time during 
the month of March and the service 
on Palm Sunday service will provide 
us the opportunity to thank God for 

all his generosity to us and 
celebrate our desire to serve him in 
this important way. Please do take 
time during Lent to reflect on your 
giving in order that we may 
continue with our work in North 
Ayrshire.   Thanks 
 

The Vestries of Ardrossan  
and Irvine  

 
ARDROSSAN AGM 
   

35 people were present at 
Ardrossanôs AGM held on 22 
November last. There is just one 
change in Vestry membership; 

Susan Groves joining as an 
Ordinary Member. A full list of the 
newly elected Vestry is to be 
found on the church notice board.  
  
The Rector and our two 
Treasurers took us through the 
yearôs spiritual and financial 

highlights, and all the various and 
varied organisations that together 
make up our church family 
reported on their activities .  Only 
the cleaning team struggles to 
cope. In spite of many past 
entreaties for further help, this 
Cinderella of church groups 
continues to rely on far too few 
individuals. Urgently required are 
two teams of two; male and / or 
female; willing to spend ONE hour 
per month on this essential work.  
Please speak to me if you are 
willing to help and give me some 

peace and quiet at home!!!  
  
JOHN BOSS   VESTRY SECRETARY 

 
JOINT SERVICE  
 
The Joint Service for Lent on 
February 21st will take place in St. 
Andrewôs Ardrossan. Please note 
that this is a change from our 
normal routine. We will be 
celebrating together at Irvine in 
May this year. As a response to the 

overwhelming need of the Haitian 
people it has been decided that the 
proceeds of the Church Lunch after 
the service on Feb 21st go to help in 
that relief effort. So please join us 
on Sunday 21st Feb at St. Andrewôs 
Ardrossan. The service begins at 
11.15am. 
 

Scott 

Newsy bits  
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Anagrams  

Books of the Bible  
 
How well do you know the 

Books of the Bible ? Can 

you unscramble the words 

below to reveal Books of 

the Bible ?  

 
Answers on page 9  

seesign  moodytenure  

hemwatt  hobaida  

usedox  ijeerham  

visitclue  hemplion  

nailed  ashoe  

nominaltaste  tileaccesses  

violentera  beshrew  

lastagain  socialsons  

hazephina  shipinpipal  

asheepsin  human  

onmars  chairhaze  
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Christmas Quiet Day  

 
Despite the adverse weather conditions the Quiet Day on 23 De-
cember 2009 at St. Andrew's Ardrossan was graced by 11 visitors, 
many of whom were pleased to have the opportunity to pause and 
reflect on Christmas.   Stewards also have expressed their pleasure 
in sharing the experience. 
 
I would like to thank all the stewards, who turned out despite the 
weather, and Mike Whitby for the excellent poster, which caused 
positive comment when I was distributing it to shops.  
 
I think we can consider this a success, do it again next year? 
 

Lesley McCowatt 

 

It was really  

very easy! 

seesign  Genesis  moodytenure  Deuteronomy  

hemwatt  Matthew  hobaida  Obadiah  

usedox  Exodus  ijeerham  Jeremiah  

visitclue  Leviticus  hemplion  Philemon  

nailed  Daniel  ashoe  Hosea  

nominaltaste  Lamentations  tileaccesses  Ecclesiastes  

violentera  Revelation  beshrew  Hebrews  

lastagain  Galatians  socialsons  Colossians  

hazephina  Zephaniah  shipinpipal  Philippians  

asheepsin  Ephesians  human  Nahum  

onmars  Romans  chairhaze  Zechariah  


