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 Dear all. 
 

 By the time you read this, you may already be 
aware that Alison, Stephen, Craig and I will sadly be 
ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩ ϧ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ WǳƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƭŀǎƎƻǿΣ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ wŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ {ǘΦ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎΣ bŜǿƭŀƴŘǎΦ ²Ŝ ƭŜŀǾŜΣ 
as you would expect, with mixed feelings. We are excited at the prospect of 
new challenges and opportunities but we are also very aware of the friends we 
will be leaving behind here from the four congregations and beyond. When I 
consider just how many folk that working for the North Ayrshire Team has put 
me in contact with, it almost beggars belief. I get tired just thinking about it! 
Mercifully, the truth is that our church is a wee church and we will no doubt not 
disappear off the face of the earth after June. I know this to be true because 
LΩƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ǘƻ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀǘŜ ŀǘ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ !ǊŘǊƻǎǎŀƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƭǊȅΗ 
 But we are leaving and this brings with it all sorts of possibilities. It is 
not for me to say how the churches move forward from this point but I would 
like to offer a kind of backdrop to any future vision that the leaders in the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǾƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻƭŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ WƻƘƴΣ ǿƘƻΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 
old man, attended a council of church leaders. They proceeded to have a 
heated discussion over some point of doctrine during which John fell asleep. At 
some stage someone nudged the snoozing apostle and asked John what his 
ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǿŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊǳōōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŜŜǇ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎΣ ƘŜ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ hƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ 
version of Father Jack in Father Ted, who would periodically and regardless of 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ǎƘƻǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭǳƴƎǎΣ ά5ǊƛƴƪΗ 5ǊƛƴƪΗέ .ǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
point is that loving one another is never an optional extra. It is always at the top 
of the agenda for Christians whatever the context and it is the one aspect of 
our life together that we ignore at our peril. And I would hope that such a 
desire to love and support one another in this time of change will overshadow 
all that is said and done in North Ayrshire. 
 !ƴŘ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƭƻǾŜ ŀǎ L ƎŜŀǊ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΣ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΦ hǳǊ ǿƻǊŘ ΨƭŜŀǾŜΩ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
German word leibΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊŘ ΨƭŜƛŦΩ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ΨōŜƭƻǾŜŘΩΦ {ƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ΨƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳΩ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ ŎƭƛŎƘŞ ōǳǘ 
actually reinforces the bonds of affection that are magnified when someone 
has to depart. I am leaving but the love that lies at the heart of leaving means 
that part of me, a large part of me, will always remain. As someone in the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƻƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΥ Ψ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅ 
ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 5ŀƭǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ 5ŀƭǊȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅΦΩ L ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴȅ Ǌƻƻǘǎ 
are, and it is those roots, those bonds of affection which will enable us all to 
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move on from this point in love and in peace.  
 A long time ago at University I majored in Hebrew and Dogmatics and 
ƛǘΩǎ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ 
¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ όƻǊ ōŜƎƛƴύ ǿƛǘƘΧ 
 

 May the Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord   
make his face to shine  upon you and be gracious to you; 
may the Lord lift up his countenance  upon you, and 
give you peace.  

                                               

Scott 

Prayer Support Team  
 

In May please pray for 
 

     Pauline Thompson                          Ron Coutts 
 

as they pray for 
 

We remember this month,  
our Readers 

Betty Welsh 
Mrs Wright & Mrs Fowler 

Eileen Booth 
Jean Sylvaria & Family 

Agnes McNeil 
Susan & David Garner 

 

Minette Angus 
Jim & Margaret Robertson 

Susan & Tom Barlow & Family 
Hazel & Malcolm Inch & Family 

Ruth McNab 
 June Johnson 
Mrs Sneddon 

Gift Aid Appeal (Ardrossan and Irvine) 

Congratulations and thanks for a 
magnificent response.  We have 
collected approximately £3,500 and that 
is before any money from Gift Aid Tax 

Returns.      Scott 
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CHRISTIAN AID  
Ardrossan 
 
Now that May is upon us there are 
only a couple of weeks left till 
Christian Aid Week, 10th to 16th  
and this is my last call for 
volunteers to help with the door to 
door collecting. 
The Collectors Street Sheet is at 
the back of the Church so please 
put your name against a street or 
two.  If youôve helped in the past 
then I need your help again so 
why not quickly get your name 
against your favourite street.  If 
youôve not collected before and 
want to help but are wary of 
collecting on your own.  Then why 
not join me and my ócollecting 
teamô on the evening of Tuesday 
11th May.  So if you have a couple 
of hours to spend during that week 
please see me. 
 

Stuart Mitchell  

CHRISTIAN AID    
Irvine 
 

Christian Aid Week is 9th to 15 th 
May.  Our Church has sixteen 
areas to cover on the óHouse-to-
Houseô collection.  Any help would 
be much appreciated.  Some areas 
are small and should be easy to 
cover.  If you could help, please 
see Margaret. 
Thank you. 
 

Margaret 

CHRISTIAN AID TEAMS UP 
WITH THE SCOTTISH 

GOVERNMENT   
  

A Christian Aid special project is 
being promoted in our area, if we 
as churches in Ardrossan, 
Saltcoats and Stevenston area 
can raise £5000 the Scottish 
Government will match that with 
£45000 which will support an HIV/ 
Aids project in Malawi. We can 
think up ideas on how individual 
churches can get involved but to 
get this started a book stall will be 
in Dockhead Street in Saltcoats, 
every Saturday in May and June, 
all you need to do is give us the 
books that you are finished with to 
sell.  We have till June 2011 to 
raise funds. 
 

So if you have any books you wish 
to donate to this very worthwhile 
project please bring them to 
church for collection or contact 
Sandy Montgomerie on 01294 
465193.   
 

Sandy Montgomerie  
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 Beetle Drive  
   

Some weeks ago Scott asked me to go to a meeting to discuss a 
joint fundraiser for the Haiti Earthquake Appeal.   This I did and 
found that I was the "pisky" rep on the organising committee. 
Some may say "Serves you right for listening to Scott" but 
there you go. I will know better next time!  
  
Several meetings and some sleepless nights later came the 
day and I duly turned up to set up for the evening.    There 
were four of us and we set out the hall - man those tables are 
heavy.  We anticipated 60 players and on the night we had 
a fantastic turnout of 72 players - more tables!! 
  
We had lots of fun and some frantic beetles darting about all 
over the place.  The noise level was off the scale.   We had 
tea/coffee and biscuits and a great raffle with lots of prizes 
and the end result was £528 for the appeal.    Well done to 
all  for the great support, particularly those who came from 
Ardrossan and for the help in putting away those 'blessed' 
tables at the end of the night.    Thanks again for the 
support and for the raffle prizes.  
  

Barbara Mackie  

 

 
              

 
 

A Real Beetle 

Clips from other Church Magazines 

 

òNext weekend's Fasting & 

Prayer Conference in Whitby 

includes all meals.ó 

 
ñDon't let worry kill you off - let 

the Church help.ò 
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LADIES GROUP 

  
The Easter Egg Raffle  

  

1st Prize Easter Egg, the winner was Pauline Maxwell. 
2nd Prize Easter Bunny, the winner was Julie McLaughlin. 

  

Thank you to everyone who took part in the raffle. 

  

Thank you to Eveline Gray who came along to our last meeting, to show us her 

cruise of the Fjords' and Glaciers. The Ladies found it to be very interesting and 

informative.  

Our next meeting is on Monday 3rd May at 7.30pm, itôs the 

A.G.M, so if you have ideas for the next Syllabus, please bring 
them with you. We finish this session with Fish Suppers. 

  

DENISE ALLEN 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSING LETTERS  
 

Some letters of the alphabet 

are missing from the circle. 

Can you  use the missing 
letters to find something to 

eat? 

 
See answer on page 8 
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Disney Character Search  
 
In the grid below can you find these various Disney characters ?  
 

Daisy  Gus Goose  Peter Pan  

Dewey  Huey  Pinocchio  

Donald Duck  Louie  Pluto  

Dumbo  Mickey Mouse  Scrooge  

Goofy  Minnie  Snow White  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Missing Letters 

On page 7 

òB
RE
AD
ó
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Cannon Balls and Brass Monkeys , 

for your further education 

 
It was necessary to keep a good supply of cannon balls 
near the cannon on old war ships. But how to prevent them 
from rolling about the deck was the problem. The storage 
method devised was to stack them as a square based 
pyramid, with one ball on top, resting on four, resting on 
nine, which rested on sixteen. 

 
Thus, a supply of 30 cannon balls could be stacked in a small area right 
next to the cannon. There was only one problem -- how to prevent the 
bottom layer from sliding/rolling from under the others.  

 
The solution was a metal plate with 16 round indentations, 
called, for reasons unknown, a Monkey. But if this plate were 
made of iron, the iron balls would quickly rust to it. The 
solution to the rusting problem was to make them of brass - 
hence, Brass Monkeys. 

 
Few landlubbers realize that brass contracts much more and much faster 
than iron when chilled.  
 
Consequently, when the temperature dropped too far, the brass 
indentations would shrink so much that the iron cannon balls would 
come right off the monkey.  
 
Thus, it was quite literally, cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass 
monkey. And all this time, folks thought that was just a vulgar 
expression?  
 
The truth is out there.  
I think!  
 
From a source which wishes to be anonymous! 
 
 
         



10 

 Whatôs happening, when....             
 
April....  
 
Sun 25 th   Easter 4  
  Diocesan Service welcoming the Rt Rev Gregor Duncan

   at St Maryôs Cathedral 6.30pm  
  Magazine  now available 
 
Mon 26 th   Mothersô Union at Ardrossan 2pm  
   Visit to Romania with May Barclay 
  Irvine Guild Christian Aid event  7.15pm 
  Joint Vestry at Dalry  7.15pm 
 
Wed 28 th   Holy Communion  at Ardrossan 10am 
  Readers and Intercessors Evening at  Ardrossan 7pm 
 
Thur 29  Holy Communion  at Irvine 10am 
 
MAY 
 

Sun 2 nd   Easter 5  
 
Mon 3rd  Ladies Group  AGM Ardrossan 7.30pm  
 
Wed 5 th    Holy Communion  at Ardrossan 10am 
 
Thur 6 th   Bible Explorers  at Smithstone House  
 
Sun 9 th   Easter 6  
 
Mon 10 th   Irvine Vestry 7.30pm 
 
Tue 11 th   Christian Aid  Collection at Ardrossan 
 
Wed 12 th   Holy Communion  at 60 Galt Ave, Irvine 10am 
  Dalry Vestry  7.30pm 
   


