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 Sandy Writes 

 

Dear friends,                 

      

N ovember being the month of Remembrance triggers memories of 
past years. The fun and spectacular show of the firework displays on the 
fifth on November and the sombre events that bring us down to earth as 
we remember once again the fallen of two world wars and subsequent 
conflicts on Remembrance Sunday this year. 
 

Two years ago I was with an Edinburgh church group on the St Ninian’s 
Pals Pilgrimage to Berlin.  Berlin is a vibrant city yet still full of modern 
history that is a firm reminder of the debt we owe those who laid down 
their lives that we might be free.  We were there for five days and experi-
enced a very intimate picture of a city that had been through so much 
change in years past yet had done much in elegantly restoring the build-
ings that were damaged in the war. 
 

Beginning with Imperial Berlin to the growth of Nazi Party and formalizing 
the propaganda of the master race we tried to make some sense of the 
history.  One of the lasting impressions I had was of a monument in a 
square opposite the university, it was built into  the ground and covered 
by reinforced glass, inside were empty bookcases to commemorate the 
book burning that took place in those years of violence.  It was a quote 
from years before, “where they burn books they will also burn people” 
that came true in the concentration camps of the Nazi machine. 
 

We visited the Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp, the closest to Ber-
lin.  I suppose shock was the best way to describe the atmosphere even 
although there was little left of the original buildings.  At the end of the 
tour we assembled in what had been the crematorium.  There was a 
plinth there, displaying a few flowers and a couple of poppy wreathes.  
 

Our group stood in a semicircle in front of the plinth and each in turn laid 
a poppy on the ground so that the poppies formed the shape of a heart.  
Our group leader read Martin Niemoller’s poem, “First they came” which 
expressed the German theologian’s regret at his inaction to oppose the 
Nazi terror.  Then our moments of silence were broken by singing the last 
verse of Burns’ “A man’s a man for a’ that”. 
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 “Then let us pray that come it may 
 As come it will for a’ that….. 
 …..That man to man the world o’er 
 Shall brothers be for a’ that”.       
          
Somehow it seemed totally inadequate and we left the place in silence.  
 

Small parts of the Berlin wall were still evident from the divided city but 
now it is a city of hope and as one of the postcards I brought home de-
picted children holding hands around the Brandenburg gate offering a 
future hope for all people in the words, “A World Without a Wall”.  
 

Leaving Berlin we sat silently on the coach reflecting on how life might 
have been if the war had turned out differently. It was terrifying to con-
sider this even philosophically.  As we remember events this November 
let’s give thanks for what we have been given, for the sacrifice that oth-
ers have made for us and the freedom we enjoy. Thanks be to God. 
 

Every Blessing, 
 

Sandy. 

Prayer Support Team 
 

In November please pray for 
 
 
 

 
 

We remember this month,  
the Mothers’ Union 

Dorothy Lynam 
Julie McLaughlan 
Pauline Thompson 

Susan Garner 
Ella Nettlefold 
Claire White 

Pauline Maxwell 
Angela Churchill 

June Wallace 
Eveline Gray 

Stuart Mitchell 
May Barclay 

June Jamieson 
Kit Still 

James Currall 
Anna Currall 

Anna Sinclair 
Connie Mulcock 
Mary Wallace 
Ron Coutts 
Mary Coutts 

Susan Barlow 
David Williams 
Susan McHarg 
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 THE REGISTERS 

  
 

Ardrossan  
 

Departed this Life  

Olga McEwan 

10th October 2010 

  
 

Dalry  
 

Holy Baptism 

Lesley Anne Daily 

And 

Ricky Kevin William O’Neill 

 

17th October 2010 

 

 

IRVINE VESTRY 
 

Main points raised at the Vestry meeting held 18 October 2010 

 

The Harvest Supper was not very well supported, but had been enjoyed by 

all who attended. 

The accounts were presented and accepted. The church finances are in 

good order. 

The quinquennial review has taken place at the rectory. Estimates are at 

present being obtained for work recommended to be done during the 

vacancy. 

Rev Martin Sofield has been welcomed to the Clergy team and he is 

taking responsibility for some of the administrative work, leaving Rev 

Montgomerie free for the pastoral work. 

At the Joint Service on 7 November, the Covenant with the Church of 

Scotland will be signed. 

The draft parish profile has been prepared. 

 

Judith Sydee 



6 

 
Lt. Archibald Alexander of this Parish.   
 

Soon after we joined St. Andrew's Church, Ardrossan, in 

2007 we spotted the memorial brass plate to Lt. Archibald 

Alexander, the grandson of Surgeon General Archibald 

Alexander, of Boydstone, an original trustee and vestryman 

of our church. 

 

Lt. Alexander was a subaltern in the Royal Scots Fusiliers, and was killed in 

action, aged just 26 years, at Neuve Chapelle in Flanders on 10th March 1915.  

As this was John's regiment during his Territorial Army service we took a keen 

interest in this young man, and on returning home we looked up this action in 

The History of the Royal Scots Fusiliers 1678 to 1918 by John Buchan. 

 

Military Commanders had decided, in March 1915, that an attack on the enemy 

entrenchments near to the La Bassee-Lille line would pave the way for a summer 

offensive, and 2nd Battalion RSF took possession of Neuve Chapelle on 10th 

March and held the position until they were relieved on the 14th.   During this 

time they sustained heavy losses.   When the action started there were 25 

officers, 5 were killed, including Lt. Alexander, only 7 officers were fit for 

action at the end of the offensive.   Of 666 other ranks at the start only 329 

survived as fit for service. 

 

Tributes to the battalion were paid by the Divisional Commander General 

Capper: 'This Battalion got further forward than any other battalion in the 

division and maintained itself in a forward position, doing a great deal of 

damage to the enemy ..... they were without rations for 2 days - but accepted 

with a very fine spirit the privations this caused.'   Sir John French: 'You are 

justified in considering yourselves one of the most distinguished regiments in 

the army - but the glorious traditions of your regiment have been not only 

maintained but enhanced by your gallant conduct at that time (Ypres) and again 

recently (Neuve Chapelle).' 

 

At this time of year we think of many members of our armed forces in  many 

different actions through the ages, and the faithful attendance of the townsfolk of  

Wootton Bassett bring home to us weekly that our men and 

women are still laying down their lives for our country. 

 

We will remember them. 

 
Lesley and John McCowatt 
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 Rev’d Ian Boffey’s 70th birthday 
 
Last Sunday, Rev’d Sandy Montgomerie and friends met to cele-
brate Ian’s 70th birthday.  After an excellent Lunch, provided by 
Anna and John Currall, Ian blew all the candles out.  In a one’r.   

WHY PARENTS DRINK 
 

The boss of a big company needed to call one of his employees 
about an  urgent problem with one of  the main computers, 
dialled the employee's home phone number and was  greeted with a 
child's  whisper. 
"Hello." 
"Is your daddy home?" he asked. 
"Yes," whispered the small voice. 
"May I talk to him?" 
The child whispered, "No." 
Surprised, and wanting to talk to an adult, the boss asked, "Is  your  
Mummy there?" 
"Yes." 
"May I talk to her?" 
Again the small voice whispered, "No." 
Hoping there was somebody with whom he could leave a 
message, the boss  asked, 
"Is anybody else there?" 
"Yes," whispered the child, "a policeman." 
Wondering what a policeman would be doing at his employee's home, 
the boss  asked,         (Cont on page 12)   
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Small News Items 
Correction 
 

In an article last month, Lesley 

McCowatt wrote about my card 

making project.  Unfortunately, the 

phone number published was the 

wrong one!   

My real number is  01294 273568.   

 

 

NEW HALL TABLES FOR 
ARDROSSAN 
 

Four new tables have recently 
appeared at Ardrossan. They are 
somewhat larger than our existing 
stock but of the same design 
and colour.  The purchase was made 
with the help of a community grant  
from North Ayrshire Council and a 
donation from our neighbours in the 
old Ardrossan Rectory.  The  
outstanding balance was met from our 
Sales Table Funds. 
 

Soduku 
Answers 
(See page 10) 

LADIES GROUP 
  
On Monday 4th October The 
Ladies Group enjoyed their 
meeting very much. Our guest 
speaker for the evening was 

Sandy Montgomerie, who showed 
us slides of his recent trip to 
Oberammergau. It was a very 
interesting talk about the Passion 
Play. 
  
For our next meeting on the 1st 
November we are having a PUB 
QUIZ in the hall at 7.30pm. This 
meeting is open to everyone. See 
if you can knock last years winners 
off their perches!! 
  

DENISE ALLEN 

 
 

Mothers' Union Project. 
 

For our project this year we are 

looking to make 'Healing Blankets' 

which will be given to those in need 

of comfort.  In order to do this we 

need wool.  If you have any spare 

balls of wool or oddments left over 

from your knitting please could we 

have them.  The wool can be brought 

to church and given to any member of 

the Mothers' Union.   

Many thanks. 

 

Susan, Lilian and Lesley. 
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St Peterôs Dalry, 

Annual Christmas Fayre 

Sat 27tht November at 10.00a.m. 
St Palladius Church hall 

Aitken St, Dalry 
 
All offers of help and goodies welcome.  There will be the usual 
stalls – baking, bottle, bric-a-brac, books and craft  as well as a 
raffle.  Please come anyway and support this event which is the 
main source of funds for the fabric of St Peter’s church. 
 
Telephone 01294 833294 to offer help or something we can sell, 
or to ask for someone to collect goods. 
 

Anna Currall  

North Ayrshire Christian Aid Project  
 
The total raised has risen to an amazing £10,000 which will be 
matched by the Scottish Government to accumulate £100,000 for 
the work in Malawi. 
 
Thanks to all those who have helped. The Project is to be wound 
up by 31st March 2011 to avoid a clash with Easter and Christian 
Aid Week. 
 

Sandy 

Christian Aid 
 

At our recent ‘Coffee Morning’, we raised £544.  Thanks to all those who con-

tributed. 

 

Margaret 
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ANIMAL ANAGRAMS  
 
Can you solve the following  
anagrams of animal names ? 
 
(Solution on page 15) 
 
LONE EGG DEAL (6,5) 
TIP UP SHAMPOO (12) 
LAST BOARS (9) 
LONE PET (8) 
ANY CAR (6) 
SO EMU (5) 
NO CALF (6) 
AT GORILLA (9) 
MAIN GOLF (8) 
A RADAR CUB (9) 
RAPTOR (6) 
NIP HOLD (7) 
GREAT DRIP (9) 
A MALL (5) 
A PENCIL (7) 
OR BELTS (7) 
PAROLED (7) 
FIG FEAR (7) 

SODUKU  (Solution on page 8) 

FARM ANIMAL CROSSWORD  

CAT 
CHICKEN 
COW 
DOG 
DONKEY 
DUCK 
GOAT 
GOOSE 
HORSE 
PIG 
SHEEP 
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     Bible Explorers  
  

The Group has started successfully again in September 
with some old friends and one new member. 

We are looking at the Gospel of Mark because it is the earliest of the 
Gospels, written by John Mark cousin to Barnabas. Although Mark 
was not one of the twelve original Apostles he did accompany Paul and 
Barnabas on their first Missionary Journey. Written at a time of great 
persecution from Emperor Nero (Paul and Peter had been killed) Mark 
aims to give them hope in their suffering by pointing to the self-giving 
love of Jesus. 
Do you want to look again at God's Word;  join a group that 
asks some of the questions you may want answered; or 
simply explore your faith with others.....why not give the 
Bible Explorers a try? 
  

God Bless 
  

May Barclay 

 

Book Club 

The next meeting , 'of the Book club will be held on 
Wednesday 24th November.  The book we have 
decided to read is, "Brixton Beach," by Roma Tearne. 

At our September meeting, we discussed "All Quiet on the Western 
Front".  The book was enjoyed by everyone and we discussed 
various issues and characters which featured in the novel as well as 
the setting. Linda Whitby very kindly hosted the evening and we 
were treated to some light refreshments. Thank you, Linda. 

Book club is open to everyone in all three congregations. Just come 
along to 2, Highet Gardens, Irvine at 7.30 on November 24 th If you 
would like to know more, or if transport is a 
problem, 'phone Yvonne on 01294 552880. 
Hope you can join us.  
 

Yvonne Hannan 
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 Royal Mail’s Christmas Stamps 
 
On 2nd November, ‘our’ Royal Mail will issue this year’s Christmas stamps.  
The theme this year is ‘Wallace and Grommet’; there is no reference to 
the real point of Christmas. 
However, Royal Mail now recognises that some people would prefer to 
see Christmas Stamps with a Christian theme.  Hope!  This year and 
every year to come, a 2nd and 1st class stamp will be available.  Both 
stamps feature different paintings of Madonna and Child.  You may 
recognise the stamps from last year and 2007. (Reference British 
Philatelic Bulletin, October 2010) 
 

Mike Whitby  
 

 The Madonna of Humilty 
By Lippi  di Dalmasio 

WHY PARENTS DRINK  (Cont from page 7) 
 

"May I speak to the policeman?" 
"No, he's busy", whispered the child. 
"Busy doing what?" 
"Talking to Daddy and Mummy and the Fireman," came the whispered 
answer. 
Growing concerned and even worried as he heard what sounded like a  
helicopter through the ear  piece on the phone the boss asked, 
"What is that noise?" 
"A hello-copper" answered the whispering voice. 

"What is going on there?" asked the boss, now truly alarmed. 
In an awed whispering voice the child answered, 
"The search team just landed the hello-copper." 
Alarmed, concerned, and even more then just a little frustrated 
the boss  asked, 
"What are they searching for?" 
Still whispering, the young voice replied along with a muffled giggle: 
 

 "ME."     (From an unknown source, probably New Zealand) 

Madonna and Child 
By William Dyce 
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 Getting Old (part 2 of 2)  
 

A very elderly gentleman, (mid nineties) very well 
dressed, and hair well groomed, great looking suit, flower in his 
lapel smelling slightly of a good after shave, presenting a well looked 
after image, walks into an upscale cocktail lounge.  Seated at the bar is 
an elderly looking lady, (mid eighties).  The gentleman walks over, sits 
along side of her, orders a drink, takes a sip, turns to her and says, "So 
tell me, do I come here often?" 

 An elderly gentleman had serious hearing problems 
for a number of years.  He went to the doctor and the 
doctor was able to have him fitted for a hearing aid that allowed the 
gentleman to hear 100%. The elderly gentleman went back in a month 
to the doctor and the doctor said, "Your hearing is perfect.  Your family 
must be really pleased that you can hear again."  The gentleman replied, 
"Oh, I haven't told my family yet   I just sit around and listen to the 

conversations.  I've changed my will 3 times!" 

 Two elderly gentlemen from a retirement center were sitting on 
a bench under a tree when one turns to the other and says, "Slim, I'm 
83 years old now and I'm just full of aches and pains.  I know you're 
about my age.  How do you feel?"  
Slim says, "I feel just like a newborn baby."  
"Really?  Like a new-born baby:?"  
"Yep.  No hair, no teeth, and I think I just wet my pants." 

    Hospital regulations require a wheelchair for patients being 
discharged. However, while working as a student nurse, I found one 
elderly gentleman  already dressed and sitting on the bed with a suitcase 
at his feet who insisted he didn't need my help to leave the hospital.  
After a chat about rules being rules, he reluctantly let me wheel him to 
the elevator.  On the way down I asked him if his wife was meeting him. 

 "I don't know", he said.  "She's still upstairs in the bathroom 
changing out of her hospital gown." 

 

Lesley McCowatt,      (I’m sure it must happen to the Ladies! Editor) 
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 Whatôs happening, when....             
 
November 
 
Mon 1 st  Irvine Guild 1.30pm United Guild at Fullarton 
   Pub Quiz  Ardrossan 7.30pm  (teams of 3 or 4 required) 
 
Wed 3rd    Holy Communion  at Ardrossan 10am 
 
Thurs 4 th  Bible Explorers  7 .30 pm  

at 47B Montgomerie St, Ardrossan 
 

Fri 5 th  Joint Service Rehearsal at 7.30pm  
 
Sun 7 th Joint Service and Covenant Signing with  
  Church of Scotland; St Andrewôs, Irvine at 11am 
  (Please note: No service in Ardrossan or Dalry)  
 
Mon 8 th   Irvine Guild 1.30pm Demonstration of Jewellery 
 
Wed 10 th   Holy Communion  at 10am, 60 Galt Ave, Irvine 
 
Thur 11 th  Irvine Menôs Club  7.30pm 

Changing Times / Changing Roles – Mr T O’Leary 
 
Sun 14 th Pentecost 24 (Remembrance Sunday)  
  Service times Irvine 9.00am, Ardrossan 10.45am  
 
Mon 15 th   Irvine Guild 1.30pm Fun Day 
 
Tues 16 th Ayrshire Regional Council  Irvine 7.30pm 
 
Wed 17 th Holy Communion  at Ardrossan 10am 
 
Thurs 18 th  Bible Explorers  7 .30 pm  

at 47B Montgomerie St, Ardrossan 
 

Sun 21 st Last after Pentecost  
  Ardrossan AGM  after Service 
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Whatôs happening, when....   Cont 
 
 
 
Mon 22 nd  MU Advent Address , 2pm Ardrossan, Lilian Bancroft.  
 
Mon 22 nd    Irvine Guild 1.30pm Rev G Lind from Stewarton 
 
Wed 24 th Holy Communion  at Ardrossan 10am 
 
Thurs 25 th   Irvine Menôs Club  6.00 for 6.30pm 
   Dinner at Irvine Golf Club, Bogside 
 
Sat 27 th Dalry Christmas Fayre at 
   St Palladius Church Hall 10am to noon 
 
Sun 28 th Advent Sunday  
 
Mon 29 th    Irvine Guild 1.30pm St Andrew’s afternoon 
 

 

ANIMAL ANAGRAMS   (from page 10) 

GOLDEN EAGLE 
HIPPOPOTAMUS 
ALBATROSS 
ANTELOPE 
CANARY 
MOUSE 
FALCON 
ALLIGATOR 
FLAMINGO 

BARRACUDA 
PARROT 
DOLPHIN 
PARTRIDGE 
LLAMA 
PELICAN 
LOBSTER 
LEOPARD 
GIRAFFE 
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St. Andrewôs, Ardrossan, St. Andrewôs, Irvine and St. Peterôs, Dalry form the  
North Ayrshire Team Ministry  

of the Scottish Episcopal Church.  
A warm welcome awaits you at any of our services.  

 

Service Details:  
St. Andrewôs Ardrossan 

Sundays 11.15am Family Communion, Crèche and Sunday School 
Wednesdays 10am Holy Communion (except 2nd Wednesday) 

 

St Andrewôs Irvine  
Sundays 9.30am Family Communion & Sunday School 

 

St. Peterôs Dalry 
Sundays 10am Holy Communion 

 

For other services not listed please see Diary inside 

 
 
Large Print Magazines will continue to be printed; please advise 

of any new names to be added to the list.    
Concord can be viewed on our Web Site.  

Deadline for articles for inclusion in our next Magazine is 21st November 
mikewhitby@btopenworld.com or 01294 276 838 

or 2 Highet Gardens, Irvine, KA12 8RQ 
 
 

Michael Whitby 

Last 
Writes 

From the S
ub-ed

itor’s 
desk

 

Church Web Site Address:   www.standrews -stpeters.org.uk  
 

Clergy Team details: 

 

Interim Priest Rev Gordon Fyfe, St Columba’s Rectory, Aubery Crescent, Largs KA30 8PR 

   e-mail: gordon.fyfe@virginmedia.com  Tel: 01475 673143 

Asst. Priest    Rev Sandy Montgomerie, 105 Sharphill Rd, Saltcoats KA21 5QU  

   e-mail: sandy.montgomerie@btinternet.com Tel/Fax: 01294 465193 

Asst. Priest      Rev Ian Boffey, 2 Kinloch Ave, Stewarton, Kilmarnock KA3 3HF  

   e-mail: ian.boffey2@btinternet.com Tel: 01560 482586 

Asst. Priest     Rev Martin Sofield, 21 Mariner’s View, Ardrossan, KA22 8BF 

   e-mail: martin.sofield@btinternet.com  Tel: 01294 468181 


