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Dear Friends, 
 
We are now some time into Lent. This quotation from Lady Julian of Norwich 
(1373-1417) summarises our basic understanding of what Lent means to a 

Christian: 

 

‘Our courteous Lord does not want his servants to despair even if they fall 

frequently and grievously. Our falling does not stop his loving us. Peace and love 
are always at work in us, but we are not always in peace and love. But he wants us 
in this way to realise that he is the foundation of our whole life in love, and 

furthermore that he is our eternal protector, and mighty defender against our 
enemies who are so very fierce and wicked. And alas, our need is all the greater 

since we give them every opportunity by our failures…When we see ourselves to be 

so foul, we know that God is angry with us for our sin. In turn we are also moved 
by the Holy Spirit to pray contritely, desiring to amend our life to the best of our 
ability, that we may quench the anger of God and find rest of soul, and an easy 

conscience. Then we hope that God has forgiven us our sins. And so he has! 
(Revelations of Divine Love, 39, 40 trans Clifton Walters, London 1966) 

 

We propose to offer ourselves as contrite, penitent servants of God, seek his 

forgiveness for our past failures, and strive to amend our lives. This is the basis of 

the ‘Lenten fast’ or struggle to increase our faith and live more nearly as Jesus 

taught us, or, as the Apostles put it, be ‘faithful to the fellowship, the breaking of 

bread, and the prayers’. This is all very important for our spiritual growth, and our 

Christian lives. But I should like to dig deeper… 

 
Our Bishop has asked us to seek to ‘grow with God’s grace in Glasgow and 

Galloway’: in this connection our practice of Lent has to be a preparation for 

Easter; because all our Christian living is based on the celebration of Easter, the 

rising to life again of our Lord and Saviour, after his passion, and death on the 

Cross for us and for our salvation. 

 

I should like you to think first of all about the shape of the Church’s year. It is 

based on celebrations of Easter every Sunday, the day on which our Lord rose 

from the dead. But the pattern of the year has its own story to tell: 

 

1 Advent and Christmas, celebrating the Incarnation of Jesus, ‘the human face of 

God’ (as Bishop John Robinson put it). This season ends with the Baptism of 

Christ, at which point we remember our own baptism along with the baptism of 

Christ himself, and rejoice that we have died to sin in the waters of baptism and 

have risen to ‘new life’ in Christ. 
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2 There follow some Sundays of Ordinary Time, where the liturgical colour is 

green: green for ‘natural growth in grace’. 
 

3 The we have Lent and Easter: time for reflection about our human condition, and 

what the Gospel has to tell us about it: our tendency to sinfulness, and our Lord’s 
sacrifice of himself on the Cross to make us right before God; and most important 

of all, the fact that in his Resurrection he gives us the opportunity to rise with him 

in the new life of the Church, and gives us hope for the life of the  

world to come, the life of heaven 

 

4 Then there are several further Sundays of natural growth in grace before the next 

cycle begins. 

 
Lent in particular has a very special rhythm, Sunday by Sunday, which is at its 

clearest in Year A, which we are following this year.  It always begins with the 

ashes of Ash Wednesday, when the ashes created from the Palm Crosses of the 
previous year remind us that we are dust, and to dust we shall return. We proceed 

from there through the season of Lent to reflect on particular themes from the 

Gospel: 

 

1 The temptations in the desert. 

2 Jesus’s transfiguration on the mountain. 

3 Jesus offers the water of life – water welling up to eternal life. 
4 Jesus the light of the world (the healing of the man born blind). 

5 Jesus raises Lazarus from the tomb. 

6 Our Lord’s passion – to be followed the next Sunday by the celebration of his 

Resurrection. 
 

The Gospel readings for Sundays 3, 4 and 5 are all from the Fourth Gospel and 

bring the special insights of its author to bear on our understanding of our faith. 

 

I should like you throughout Lent to think of these two patterns in our liturgical 

life, and to pray these prayers: 

 
Jesus, friend of mankind, assaulted by temptation: you teach us obedience in love. 
 

Praise to you, our Lord and our friend. 

Jesus, son of God, transfigured on the mountain, you reveal that the Cross is the 

path of your glory.  
 

Praise to you, our Lord and our friend. 

Jesus, our gift from God, spring of living water, you quench our thirst for the true 
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life of faith. 
Praise to you, our Lord and our friend. 

Jesus, light of the world, you give back his sight to the man born blind, and we 

recognize you as Son of God. 
 
Praise to you, our Lord and our friend. 

Jesus, you overcome death: you drew Lazarus from the tomb, and you call us all to 
the resurrection to eternal life. 
 

Praise to you, our Lord and our friend.  

Almighty and everlasting God, 

you despise nothing that you have made,  

and forgive the sins of all who are penitent: 
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, 

that we, worthily lamenting our sins  
and acknowledging our brokenness 
may obtain of you, the god of all mercy, 

perfect remission and forgiveness, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

I wish you a productive Lenten season, of prayer and worship, and a joyful 

Eastertide to follow. 

 

 

 

The Prayer Support Team 
In April, please remember in your Prayers 

 

Lilian Bancroft, James Currall and Susan Barlow 
 

As they pray for members of their Congregation 
 

Remember also this month 
Eucharistic Assistants 
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CHRISTIAN AID 
  

Christian Aid Week (May 15h to 21st)  is only a month and 

I’m looking for door to door collectors now.  So if you can spare a couple of 

hours one night or day to help collect for Christian Aid then please put your 

name on Christian Aid sheet at the back of Church.  Once again you can put 

your name against a street or streets that you’d like to collect in. 

So if you’ve collected in the past then I need you this year and if you’ve 

never collected I’d like to hear from you.  Rather collecting on your own 

why not get together with a friend or two and then collect in a few streets 

together. 

  

Stuart Mitchell 

Sudoku 
 

The  answers 
are on page 15 
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ARDROSSAN REMEMBRANCE PLAQUE NAMES 
 

Calling all members of the congregation I’m looking for your help 
with regards to those that lost their lives during the past two 
World Wars and are remembered on our remembrance plaques.  
What I’m looking for are photographs and any details that you 
have about them.  I hope to create an on-line remembrance 
plaque, as part of our web site, for them giving their names, 
photographs and any history that we have on them.  Some of this 
information may already be lost to us but I’d like to save what we 
can about these brave men.  So if you are related to any of them 
then please dig through your old photo albums and attic and give 
me what you can.  I’ll return all photographs, etc once I’ve 
recorded them. 
 
Hopefully this will be ready for this year’s Remembrance Day. 
 

Stuart Mitchell 
 

Interesting Church Notices (UK ones) 

Watch this space 
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Thanks 
 
Yvonne Hannan and family wish 
to thank everyone who 
telephoned or sent cards and 
messages of  condolence 
following the death of Tom at 
Christmas. It was very comforting 
to receive them and to know that 
people were there to support us 
at such a sad time. 
 

 

LADIES GROUP 
  
The next meeting of The Ladies 
Group is on Monday 4th April, when 

the guest speakers for the evening 

are Mr and Mrs Wyllie, who will be 

telling us about Ice Cream making. 

This meeting starts at 7.30pm. All 
are welcome to come along. 

  

Thank-you to everyone who came 

along to our March meeting, when 

Ruth Fisher was the guest speaker 
from the RNLI. It was a very 

interesting talk about the role of the 

Lifeboats. 

   

DENISE ALLEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Vacancy 
 

The Joint Vestry recently met with 
the Bishop. He advised on how we 

now proceed, and we are at present 

preparing an advertisement. This will 

be placed in ‘The Church Times’ and 

in ‘Inspire’, and will also go on the 
Provincial and Diocesan websites. 

 

Judith Sydee 
Joint Vestry Secretary 

Book Club 
 
The next meeting of the Book club 

will be on Thursday 12th May at 
7.30pm at 2, Highet Gardens. The 

novel for discussion will be 

"Trespass" by Rose Tremain. The 

book club is open to all members of 

all three congregations and new 
members are always welcome.  The 

meetings are relaxed and everyone 

joins in discussion before we enjoy a 

cup of tea or coffee. Phone Yvonne 

on 01294552880 if you need any 
further information. 

 

Small Important News Items 

N
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Interfaith Encounters. 
 

Three of us from Irvine signed up for this - Judith Sydee, Cathy 
McMillan and myself, almost by accident. I was clearing some 
old 'stuff' from our notice board when Linda Whitby came along to put up 
some new 'stuff'. Cathy and I were looking at what Linda was putting up 
when we became aware of the information about the 'Interfaith Encounters' 
course provided by the Diocesan Education Action Group - looked 
interesting and Judith sort of got involved as she was passing by - so I 
enquired further and we signed up.  
 

We met in the morning at the Cathedral Synod Hall the first Saturday - 
introduced to each other, given an overview of the course, hopes and 
expectations of participants were sought and we heard from Sister Isabel 
Smythe who provided a background to the Interfaith Scene in Scotland. 
 

In the afternoon we visited the Sikh Gurdwara (no longer 
called temples). I think most of us were apprehensive, we 
shouldn’t have been, as we were made very welcome and as 
soon as we entered were offered food - if we’d known we 
wouldn’t have taken boring packed lunches - the smell of spicy 
food was so inviting! 

 

This week we visited the Muslim Central Mosque, again I think we were 
apprehensive but were made very welcome. We stayed for prayers. 
 

Both communities explained, in detail, their faith clearly to 
us answering our many questions. We are learning about 
each faith, everyone seems to eager to know more and we 
felt very welcome. 
 

Next week we visit the Baha’i Centre in Edinburgh and thereafter the 
Theravadan Buddhist Community, the Jewish Community and finally the 
Hindu Community.  
 

Unfortunately we can’t go to the day in Troon Linda was advertising  - 
that’s the day we go to Edinburgh! 
 

Susan Barlow 
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 HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
ARDROSSAN CHURCHES 

GROUP 
 

Monday 18th April 
  St. Peter’s Parish Centre (Passover Meal) 
 
Tuesday 19th April  

  E.U. Church 
 
Wednesday 20th April  
  Park Church 
 
Thursday 21st April  
  St. Andrew’s Church (Holy Communion) 
 

Friday 22nd April  
  Barony St. John Church (Good Friday) 
 
Easter Sunday 24th April Castle Hill (8am) 
(Followed by breakfast in Church of the Nazarene Hall) 

 
All the above services start  

at 7pm except Easter Sunday. 
 

Everyone is welcome. 
 

Morning meditation service  
Monday to Friday at 10:00am in the Park Church. 
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WHEN NOTHING ELSE REMAINS 

 

This afternoon I was standing on a chilly, windy railway 

platform. With time to kill I flipped through the channels on my 

little digital radio. In my earpiece I heard the playwright Alan 

Bennett tell of his mother’s last years, spent in a nursing home 

suffering from dementia. 

It wasn’t the light-hearted entertainment I had been looking 

for but I kept listening. One moment stayed with me even after the 

program had finished. Bennett asked his mother if she remembered 

his dad, who had died some years before. 

“Of course I remember your dad,” she replied. 

“Who was he?” Bennett asked. 

“He was … a love!” his mother said. “And you … you’re a 

love too!” 

What a testament to something we too often take for 

granted. When almost everything had been taken from this woman, 

when what was left of her couldn’t remember the names of her 

husband or her son, she could remember they were loves of hers. 

Love endured, both in the poor remains of this woman’s 

mind and in her son’s constant care for her. Love endured. 

Then I saw the train arriving at the station. It came to a halt 

and the doors hissed open. Amidst all the passengers disembarking 

I saw one petite, beautiful woman who was coming home to me. 

My wife. And even before her name appeared in my mind – I 

knew she was a love. 

 

And so we know and rely on the love God has for 

us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and 

God in them. 1 John 4:16. NIV 
 

David McLaughlan 
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An Obituary printed in the London Times 

Interesting and sadly True! 
 
Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, 
who has been with us for many years. No one knows for sure how old 
he was, since his birth records were long ago lost in bureaucratic red 
tape. He will be remembered as having cultivated such valuable 
lessons as:  
- Knowing when to come in out of the rain;  
- Why the early bird gets the worm;  
- Life isn't always fair;  
- and Maybe it was my fault.  
 
Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend 
more than you can earn) and reliable strategies (adults, not children, 
are in charge). 
 
His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well-intentioned but 
overbearing regulations were set in place. Reports of a 6-year-old boy 
charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate; teens 
suspended from school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a 
teacher fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened his 
condition.  
 
Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers for doing 
the job that they themselves had failed to do in disciplining their 
unruly children.  
 
It declined even further when schools were required to get parental 
consent to administer sun lotion or an aspirin to a student; but could 
not inform parents when a student became pregnant and wanted to 
have an abortion. 
 
Common Sense lost the will to live as the churches became 
businesses; and criminals received better treatment than their victims.  
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Common Sense took a beating when you couldn't defend yourself 
from a burglar in your own home and the burglar could sue you for 
assault.  
 
Common Sense finally gave up the will to live, after a woman failed 
to realize that a steaming cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a little in 
her lap, and was promptly awarded a huge settlement.  
 
Common Sense was preceded in death; by his parents, Truth and 
Trust; by his wife, Discretion; by his daughter, Responsibility; and by 
his son, Reason.  
 
He is survived by his 4 stepbrothers;  
I Know My Rights  
I Want It Now  
Someone Else Is To Blame  
I'm A Victim  
 
Not many attended his funeral because so few realized he was gone. 
If you still remember him, pass this on. If not, join the majority and 
do nothing.  
 

From Barbara MacKie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thomas Paine,  

American Founding Father describing the American Revolution. 

"These are the times that try men's souls."  



14 

 

VISIT TO ROSSLYN CHAPEL 

 

What a splendid day we had on the last Monday in February when we went  
to Rosslyn Chapel, south east of Edinburgh.   Susan Groves, Lilian Bancroft 
and Lesley McCowatt organised the whole trip and it went like clockwork.  
Susan’s son Andrew drove us to Rosslyn, negotiating the difficult access to 
the Chapel with consummate skill. 
 
The last time I visited the Chapel it still had 
scaffolding  surrounding all four sides and a 
huge canopy roof over the top to prevent 
further ingress of water and allowing the 
whole building to dry out.  The drying out took 
13 years and the building is now completely 
dry, the canopy  removed and now the 
beautiful structure of the building can be seen 
with flying buttresses, pointed arches  and 
gargoyles. 
 
Before Dan Brown wrote his book “The Da Vinci Code” the Chapel had a 
steady trickle of visitors which the organisers could cope with, but after 
publication the numbers increased tremendously – like quadrupled – 
necessitating the building of new facilities: toilets, tearoom and shop.  
These are hoped to be finished by the summer as is the installation of 
heating in the Chapel.  It was extremely cold in the Chapel and heating will 
be a welcome addition! 
 
What struck me most when entering the Chapel was the brightness of the 
interior.  Last time I was there, all the high up windows were blocked off as 
the stained glass had been removed for restoration.  These windows are 
now back and look wonderful, letting in so much light.  Now some of the 
windows lower down have been removed for restoration and the ill-fitting 
plywood accounted for some of the cold! 
 
The tour guide who gave us so much fascinating  information, was brilliant 
and we must have sat for about forty five minutes listening to him.  You will 
never see a place so magnificently carved and decorated. Sculpture in so 
many forms from Green Men, to notes of music and angels playing musical 
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instruments and fruits, flowers and trees to local inhabitants and carvings 
of stone masons who worked on the Chapel. 
 
There is so much I could say about this wonderful building, but you must 
go and see it for yourself!  Thank you so much to our organisers for a 
wonderful outing. 
 
See the pictures 
 

Linda Whitby 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Sudoku 
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What’s happening  When……... 
 

March 
 
Sun 27th Lent 3 
  Gift Envelopes – Return  day 
  Magazine, now available 
 
Mon 28th Ardrossan Vestry at 7.30pm   

Irvine Guild  Bible Study with Rev David Harper 
Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7.00pm 

  Irvine Coffee Lounge with CoS. (See Magazine for details) 
 

Tues 29th MU Lady Day Service at Ardrossan 11.00am 

   Followed by a Soup and Sandwich lunch 
 
Wed 30th Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 
  Taize Service at Ardrossan 7.30pm 
  Alpha Meeting Irvine 11am to 1pm. (Light lunch included) 

 

Thurs 31st The Church and the Academy At Glasgow University 5.30pm 

 

April 
 
Sun 3rd Lent 4 (Mothering Sunday) 
 
Mon 4th Ladies Group Ardrossan at 10.00am 

 Irvine Guild  A.G.M. 1.30pm 
 Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7.00pm 

   Irvine Coffee Lounge with CoS. (See Magazine for details) 
 
Tues 5th Fellowship of Meditation 7.30pm 
   53 Hawkhill Drive, Stevenston 
 
Wed 6th Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 
  Taize Service at Ardrossan 7.30pm 
  Alpha Meeting Irvine 11am to 1pm. (Light lunch included) 

 
Thurs 7th Irvine Men’s Club Dinner 

   Irvine Golf Club, 6.00pm for 6.30pm 
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What’s happening  When……… 
 
Sun 10th Lent 5 

 
Mon 11th Irvine Vestry 7.30pm 

 Irvine Guild Closing Social with Frank 

Welshman 1.30pm 
 Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7.00pm 

   Irvine Coffee Lounge with CoS. (See Magazine for details) 
 
Wed 13th  Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 
  Taize Service at Ardrossan 7.30pm 

 ARC Meeting 7.30pm at St Peter’s Dalry. 
   The Speaker will be from MAF.. 
  Alpha Meeting Irvine 11am to 1pm. (Light lunch included) 
 
Thurs 14th     Bible Explorers 7.30pm  

  at  47b Montgomerie St. Ardrossan 
 
Fri 15th St Andrew’s Irvine Joint Quiz Night 

   At Irvine Bowling Club 7pm   
  Hustings for the Scottish Parliament Elections 

   At Ardrossan Civic Centre 7pm to 9pm 
 
Sun 17th Palm Sunday (Holy Week begins) 

Joint Services in Ardrossan this week on Poster and for  
Other venues please check the Sunday Sheet 

  Magazine last day for inputs 
 
Mon 18th Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7.00pm 
   Irvine Coffee Lounge with CoS. (See Magazine for details) 
 
Wed 20th  Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 

 Alpha Meeting Irvine 11am to 1pm. (Light lunch included) 
 
Thurs 21st Maundy Thursday Holy Communion   

   at Ardrossan 7pm, Dalry 7.30pm 
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What’s happening  When……… 
 
 
Fri 22nd Good Friday 
  Holy Communion at St Peter’s Dalry, 10am 
  Good Friday Meditation at Ardrossan 2pm 
  Saltcoats ‘March of Witness’ Melbourne Terr 11.30pm 
 
Sun 24th Easter Day 
  Magazine now available 
 
Mon 25th Irvine Guild Christian Aid Coffee Evening 
   Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7.00pm 
   Irvine Coffee Lounge with CoS. (See Magazine for details) 
 
Wed 27th  Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 

 Alpha Meeting Irvine 11am to 1pm. (Light lunch included) 

 

May 
 
Sun 1st Easter 2 
 
Mon 2nd Ladies Group Ardrossan 7.30pm 
   Mothers Union 2pm Visiting Speaker 

 Margaret Horrell (with Sales Table) 
  Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7.00pm 
   Irvine Coffee Lounge with CoS. (See Magazine for details) 
 
Wed 4th  Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 

Alpha Meeting Irvine 11am to 1pm. (Light lunch included) 
 

Wed 11th Fellowship of Meditation 7.30pm 
   53 Hawkhill Drive, Stevenston 
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St. Andrew’s, Ardrossan, St. Andrew’s, Irvine and St. Peter’s, Dalry form the  
North Ayrshire Team Ministry  

of the Scottish Episcopal Church 
A warm welcome awaits you at any of our services 

 

Service Details: 
St. Andrew’s Ardrossan 

Sundays 11.15am Family Communion, Crèche and Junior Church 
Wednesdays 10am Holy Communion 

 

St Andrew’s Irvine  
Sundays 9.30am Family Communion & Sunday School 

 

St. Peter’s Dalry 
Sundays 10am Holy Communion 

 

For other services not listed please see Diary inside 

Church Web Site Address:  www.standrews-stpeters.org.uk 
 

      Clergy Team details:: 
   

Interim Priest Rev Gordon Fyfe, St Columba’s Rectory, Aubery Crescent, Largs KA30 8PR 

 e-mail: gordon.fyfe@virginmedia.com  Tel: 01475 673143 

Asst. Priest    Rev Sandy Montgomerie, 105 Sharphill Rd, Saltcoats KA21 5QU  

  e-mail: sandy.montgomerie@btinternet.com Tel/Fax: 01294 465193 

Asst. Priest     Rev Ian Boffey, 2 Kinloch Ave, Stewarton, Kilmarnock KA3 3HF  

  e-mail: ian.boffey2@btinternet.com Tel: 01560 482586 

Asst. Priest     Rev Martin Sofield, 21 Mariner’s View, Ardrossan, KA22 8BF 

  e-mail: martin.sofield@btinternet.com  Tel: 01294 468181 

 

CCL Licences  1199579 / 961997 / 961980 / 2197 

The Diocesan Office has issued ôAction Network 
Reportsõ to the Synod. The Report is available 
on our Church Website or you can contact me 

and I will print a hard copy. (There are 9 A4 pages) 
 

Next months’ magazine is only three weeks away, so don't get caught by 
surprise. Deadline for articles for inclusion in our next Magazine is 17th April 

mikewhitby@btopenworld.com or 01294 276 838 or 2 Highet Gardens, Irvine, KA12 8RQ 
 

Michael Whitby 

Last W
rite

s
 

From the Editor’s 
desk

 


