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 Sandy writes… 
 

Dear friends, 
 

February is a special month for me. On the second of 
February 1994, I was ordained Deacon at St Mary‟s 
Cathedral. The date is known as Candlemas Day and 
also called the Presentation of Christ in the Temple. 
 

That evening saw many people present to support me as I began this 
new journey in ministry. There were many of you from the churches at 
Ardrossan, Irvine and Dalry, my immediate family, friends from 
various stages in my life, work colleagues from British Telecom, all 
those people made a special effort to be with me on this most 
significant occasion in my life.  As I was ordained into the order of 
Deacons by the Right Reverend John Taylor who was then Bishop of 
Glasgow and Galloway, I was presented with a bible and vested in a 
stole which had been bought in the Holy Land by friends I had 
travelled with on that journey.  
 

You never forget these occasions because they are part of who you 
are in the life of faith.  We all have memories that are special to us 
and of course there are opportunities to remember them as 
anniversaries.  I think it is helpful to consider anniversaries as a form 
of the Church‟s Year.   In the seasons of the year we begin at Advent, 
then Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Eastertide, Pentecost and from All 
Saints back to Advent again.  
 

During this time the colours that we see in church change to reflect 
each of these seasons, then in Ordinary Time we have what is often 
called the „green‟ season to signify a continuing time of growth. There 
is a rhythm of Christian life in following this pattern and it helps us to 
follow the life of Jesus through the readings that come from a 
lectionary covering three years, Year A, B and C, currently we are in 
Year A.  You may be familiar with all this but I am sure there will be 
some folk who will find this useful as a reminder of how these 
elements make up our Sunday Eucharist and other special days. 
 

Each one of us is called to service whether we are lay or ordained 
and that is such an important part of the Christian life, but we will all 
have different ways of offering and providing Christian service to 
others. Sometimes it is well received and other times not so, but that 
should not stop us from helping others in whatever way we can.   
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 Anthony De Mello tells a story to remind us of this. 
 
“Once upon a time God gave a party to all the virtues, great and 
small, humble and heroic.  They all gathered together in a splendidly 
decorated hall in heaven and soon began to enjoy themselves 
because they were well acquainted with one another; some were 
even closely related. 
 

Suddenly God spotted two fair virtues who seemed not to know each 
other at all and were somewhat ill at ease in each other‟s company. 
So he took one of them by the hand and formally introduced her to 
the other, „Gratitude,‟ he said, „this is Charity.‟  
 

But God had hardly turned around when they were again parted.   
And so the story goes around that even God cannot bring Gratitude to 
be where Charity is.”   
    
Keep on Serving. 
  
With Blessings, 
 

Sandy. 
 

Prayer Support Team 
 

In February please pray for 
     as they pray for 

 

We remember this month,  
Bible Explorers Group 

Dorothy Lynam 
Julie McLaughlan 
Pauline Thompson 

Susan Garner 
Ella Nettlefold 
Claire White 

Pauline Maxwell 
Angela Churchill 

June Wallace 
Eveline Gray 

Stuart Mitchell 
May Barclay 

June Jamieson 
Kit Still 

James Currall 
Anna Currall 

Anna Sinclair 
Connie Mulcock 
Mary Wallace 
Ron Coutts 
Mary Coutts 

Susan Barlow 
David Williams 
Susan McHarg 
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St Andrew’s Irvine Ecumenical Partnership 
 

Since signing the Covenant on 7th November it has been really useful 
meeting with the Rev Ian Benzie to discuss our hopes for the next 
step on our journey together and to consider general ideas to begin 
the work of the partnership.   
We were conscious of the need not to interfere with the decision-
making powers of the Kirk Session and Vestry however we wish to 
encourage the formation of ―Forums‖ rather than Committees.   
This title is carefully chosen to avoid any suggestion of executive 
powers unless those were specifically delegated. 
 

Property Forum – 4 persons, two from each congregation (not 
necessarily Vestry members)   
 
The tasks: bringing to each other‘s attention any matters proposed 
or required and affecting both congregations.   
For Example: Anything which affects the Sanctuary or the grounds or 
any areas which we all use or which we might use including the Quad  
―Questions of each other are always in Order.‖  Decisions are 
necessarily reserved for the appropriate bodies of Session and/or 
vestry. 
 
Consider recommendations (to be made to Vestry or Kirk Session or 
both, as appropriate) on ‗how to fund‘ or carry out such tasks.   
Share information and offer innovative ideas for Session and Vestry to 

THE REGISTERS 
 

Irvine 
 

Departed this Life  

Tom Hannan 

27th December 2010 
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 consider.  The Forum may, if felt necessary, co-opt further members 
with ‗specialist‘ abilities as advisors. 
 
Mission Forum – again, 4 Persons etc.  
 
Remit – to examine ideas from Session and vestry on joint projects; 
to propose projects of their own; and, when so authorised, to devise 
methods to bring such projects to fruition. 
For example: 2011 Christmas Card delivery from the Congregations to 
the Parish. Specific area mission (New Housing in Castlepark?)   
 

Events Forum – again 4 Persons etc. 
 
Remit – Similar to Mission Forum.  To innovate and to develop 
―Social Events‖ aimed at developing the ‗atmosphere‘ of togetherness 
within the congregations. 

For example: Joint ―High tea‖ with possibly Outside Caterers.  
Outings – of all kinds.  Theatre, places of interest. Other places of 
worship. 
 

All clergy are automatically ―ex officio‖ members of all forums.   
It is essential to repeat that No Forum has executive, nor spending 
powers unless specifically authorised by the Funding Congregation – 
or both congregations – as appropriate.  
 

Would you all please consider how this can be addressed by the 
Episcopal Congregation. 
It certainly appears to be a good starting point in this new 
relationship and we need your support to get it going so please let 
me know if you can help.  
Only six people are necessary initially, two to serve on each forum.  
 
Thanks. 
 

Sandy Montgomerie 
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Inspire 
 

I will be renewing our order for the 

Inspire magazine very soon.  I 

checked and there is no word of a 

price increase so the price is still 

£6.00 a year( 4 copies).  If anyone 

wishes to cancel or to place a new 

order please let me know. 

                                                                                                                                                           

Ellen Macvey 
 

 

Bookclub    
 
The next meeting of the book 
club will be on Wednesday 2nd 
February at 2, Highet Gardens, 
Irvine at 7.30pm.  The book we 
will be discussing is, "To Kill a 
Mockingbird," by Harper Lee. 
       The Bookclub is open to 
members of all three 
congregations and new 
members are always welcome. 
Come along to any meeting and 
enjoy a relaxed discussion 
about interesting books. 

  

Yvonne Hannan 

Ardrossan Christmas  
Card Collection 

  
A big thanks to everyone one at 
Ardrossan that signed the single 
Church Christmas card and 
made a donation.   We raised 
£74 which will be donated to 
the Children‘s' Society. 
  

Stuart Mitchell 
 
 
JOINT SERVICE     
13

th
 March 

  
Our next Joint Service of the 
three congregations will on the 
first Sunday in Lent at St Peter's 
Dalry at 10am. 
 
Please remember there will be 
no service at Irvine or 
Ardrossan that morning. 
 

Sandy 

Small Newsy Items 

ROSSLYN CHAPEL TRIP 28TH FEB 2011 
  
This trip is open to everyone. If you are interesting in joining us on 
this day trip please contact Lilian Bancroft, Susan Groves or Lesley 
McCowatt  for details as soon as possible to allow us to book the 

correct number of places.   
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Church of Scotland  

Events for all 
 

Bible study and prayer meeting, 

7pm Monday night, in the cafe area of 

the church.  Prayer request cards and 

box are available in the vestibule for 

people to use.  Everyone is welcome.   

Dates are 31st January and 7th, 14th, 21st   

and 28th February. 

  

Alpha meeting, every Wednesday lunchtime ,  

from 11am to 1pm.  a light lunch is included,  

everyone is welcome. 

Dates are 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd February. 
  
Easter Dance:  we hope to have an Easter Celebration, 

with a dinner and dance in the church this year.  Volun-

teers are being looked for, to help with all the planning.  

 

If you are interested in being involved or want more de-

tails 

please contact me on  07977235168. 
 

Fiona Blair,  

Assistant Minister, Church of Scotland 
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 THE RUINS OF CHRISTIANITY 

  
To those who think oor wee church and oor wee faith is on its last legs, may I 

present the following thought by the writer H.L. Gee –  
  
“Looking through a book catalogue the other day a pessimist was about to 

order a volume by Doctor R. Allestree, entitled: The Causes of the Decay of 

Christian Piety; or, an Impartial Survey of the Ruins of the Christian 

Religion, when he happened to notice the date of publication. It was not this 

deplorable year, but 1694!  In 1694 Doctor Allestree surveyed the ruins of 

Christianity. Let us take heart. There have been bad times before – but God‟s 

foundations yet stand firm.” 
  
When did H.L. Gee write these optimistic words? In the year of our Lord 

1936, between one World War and another. That was three quarters of a 

century ago, and, hey, we are still standing firm! 

 

David McLaughlan 
 
 
 

Suduku 
 

 

See page 13 

for  

answers 
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 Mothers' Union 
 

 
 
At our November meeting our Advent address was given by 
Lilian Bancroft. It was interesting and enjoyable to listen about 
how Lilian prepares for Christmas during advent. We all picked 
up useful tips, I especially liked the idea of making an advent 
calendar out of old Christmas cards, it was a simple but 
effective idea and one I will use.  
  

Susan Groves 
Branch Leader. 

 

LADIES GROUP 

  

Our next meeting is on the 7th February, when we will be holding the 

Beetle Drive.  If you would like to come along for an evening of fun, 

you will be made most welcome.  This meeting starts at 7.30pm in the 

church hall. 

    

SALES TABLE 

  

Freda, Susan and myself would like to thank everyone who supported 

the Christmas Hamper Raffle.  The following is the results of the 

draws: 

1st Prize   Hamper  Freda Allison  

2nd Prize  Bottle of Wine  Lilian Bancroft  

3rd and 4th Prizes  Chocolates   

Pauline Thompson and Julie McLaughlin. 

   

DENISE ALLEN 
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Vestry and Notes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Could it have been like this? 
 

That was the title of the Junior Church 

Nativity which was performed at Ardrossan on 

the 19th December.  It was a very modern approach which included 

cars, mobile phones and references to topical events!  A big thank 

you is due to all the participants and not just for their acting 

abilities (especially Erin who stepped in at a moments notice) - the 

youngsters themselves were responsible for the story line and 

contributed to the script.  They themselves wanted to ‘bring the 

Nativity up to date’.  It was thought provoking and as Gabriel 

concluded  ‘We wanted to remind ourselves, and you, that the 

birth of Jesus is as important now as it was then.  Without his 

birth there would be no death and resurrection which is the 

reason for our faith.’   
 

Thank you to all the Junior Church Members. 

 

Lilian &  Clair 

THANK YOU 
 

I would like to thank everyone for 

all the love and support that has 

been given to me during John‟s 

illness, especially over the last 

year.  Thank you for all your 

prayers, cards and messages and for 

your presence at his service at the 

crematorium. 

 

Judith Sydee 

THE VACANCY 
 

As you will be aware, we 

interviewed a candidate recently, 

but unfortunately have been unable 

to offer the position of Rector.  We 

will be meeting with the Bishop as 

soon as possible with a view to 

preparing advertisements for the 

vacancy. 
 

Judith Sydee 
Joint Vestry secretary 



12 

 

St ANDREW’s ARDROSSAN— REPORT ON AGM 
 

Our Interim Priest, Revd. Gordon Fyfe, was in the Chair for 
Ardrossan‘s 2010 AGM. held on 21 November 2010.  He 
complimented us on a very full attendance and remarked particularly 
on the wide range of activities carried out within and outwith the 
church by members of the congregation. 
 

There was just one change to Vestry membership. Daniel Groves was 
elected as an ordinary member for three years.  Claire White leaves 
the Vestry after nine years and was thanked for her contribution to 
Vestry discussions during this period.  A full list of Vestry Members for 
2011 has been posted on the church notice board. 
 

STOP PRESS!!  
 

The Groves family, Daniel and Susan, now have a second reason to 
celebrate.  They were successful in their interview with Henry, our 
chief  cleaner, and are now keen to help other members of the 
congregation achieve the same result. 
 

Christmas Quiet Day  
 

Once again the weather was against us for the Quiet Day on 22 
December 2010, but despite this some visitors came, and stayed a 

while, and appeared to go away refreshed.   All the stewards turned 
up as planned, for which many thanks.   The stewards also appeared 
to enjoy the peace and calm and took pleasure in sharing the 
experience. 
 

So a big thank you to all concerned, and perhaps we will try for better 
weather this year!! 
 

Lesley McCowatt  

Vestry and Notes  cont 
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IRVINE VESTRY 

 

Some of the points raised at the vestry meeting held 17 January 2011. 

 

The money raised from the carol service and congregation Christmas 

card was approximately £130. It was agreed to split this money between a 

local charity „Headway Ayrshire‟ and „Souper Sunday‟, a charity which will 

help Ba‟Bar Village Mission in Malawi. £70 would be sent to each. 

 

Work is ongoing at the Rectory. The rewiring has been completed, 

and a new boiler and central heating system installed. A new bathroom is 

being installed. 

 

Mrs Colleen Anderson has been playing the organ at Ardrossan now 

for several weeks, and she has offered to play at Irvine. It is hoped she will 

start soon. 

 

It was agreed to increase the monthly donation to the Church of 

Scotland to £200 from 1st January. 

 
Judith Sydee 
Vestry Secretary 

 

Suduku   

See page 9 

 

Vestry and Notes  cont 

 

Your a
nswers 
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Regional Council 

Holy Trinity Ayr, 12th January  
 

 

The meeting began with the Eucharist, followed by the 

Annual General Meeting at which Sandy was elected as 

Vice Convenor and Peter Douglas from Kilmarnock was 

elected as Diocesan Council clerical rep. 

 

The AGM was followed by a presentation on the Growth Strategy to be 

launched in the Diocese at Pentecost.  There will be six possible areas for 

growth all of which have been identified as a result of the questionnaire to 

charges completed over the summer  and the regional meetings held in the 

autumn..  The areas for growth which have been identified are: 

 

Prayer and Spirituality 

Learning and Discipleship 

Missional Leadership 

Numerical growth / welcome and integration 

Imaginative outreach to local communities 

Children and young people 

 

Every charge will be helped to draw up a Mission Action Plan (MAP) in 

those areas which are most relevant to it.  Regional facilitators will be 

available to help draw up these plans.  Progress with MAPs  will be reviewed 

annually in the presence of the Bishop / Dean. 

 

Action Groups in the Diocesan Network will be aligned to the 6 streams and 

committed to generating the resources to enable the church to respond 

adequately.  Regional Growth Funds will be available 

 

The meeting closed with the grace.  

 

 

Vestry and Notes  cont 
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 NORTH AYRSHIRE  
CHRISTIAN AID PARTNERSHIP  
 

More news from the organisers; they have confirmed that the figure 
of £13,000 has been raised. It is amazing what churches can do when 
they work together in a common cause. This figure will be matched 
by the Scottish Government of £9 for every £1 making a total of 
£130,000 for the Malawi HIV/ Aids project. 
  
St Cuthbert's Church in Saltcoats are holding a Ceilidh at Ardrossan 
Civic Centre to add to this figure and it will be on Saturday 26th 
February 7 -11pm. Tickets are £6 for adults and £2 for children and 
are available by contact telephone number 01294 465744. 
 

Sandy 

 

  

Bible Explorers 
Come share in our Bible Study! 
 
Hi Folks we would like to share our Bible Study with you. So from 
time to time you will see an article in the magazine which reflects our: 
reading; discussion; and sharing together. Our aim is to encourage 
you to look again at some old and familiar passages and allow the 
Holy Spirit to open our understanding to new things in God's Word. 
Love and Blessings to you all. 
 
Mark Chapter 4: 1 – 20  
The Parable of the Sower 
 
Verses 1 - 4 
Jesus was by the sea and a great multitude came to hear Him teach, 
so much so that He got into a boat and sat a little way off shore to 
address them. He spoke to them in a parable.  ―Listen! Behold, a 
sower went out to sow and it happened that some seed fell by the 
wayside; and the birds of the air came and devoured it‖ (verses 3 and 
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 4) We agreed together that the 'wayside' was uncultivated soil or 
unprepared ground. 
 
Verses 4 -9 
―Some fell on stony ground, where it did not have much earth; and 
was scorched by the sun and withered.‖ After a little debate we 
concluded that 'stony ground' possibly meant a kind of hardness of 
heart. ―Some fell among thorns and the thorns grew up and chocked 
it‖ Our thoughts on this were 'thorns' were the things of this world 
that draw us away from God. 
  
The Purpose of Parables 
Verses 10 -12 
Jesus is now alone with a small group of people around the twelve 
apostles and they ask Him about the meaning of the parable. Jesus 
says to this group (not the multitude) ― To you has been given to 
know the mystery of the kingdom of God; but to those outside, all 
things come in parables. This leads us on to (verse 12). This is a 
difficult one and we found a clue in some of our Bibles by looking at 
the cross reference to Isaiah 6:9 where the prophet Isaiah declares 
that the understanding of God's people would be dulled and unable to 
hear until God declares the right time. 
 
The Parable of the Sower Explained 

Verses 13 -20 
Finally Jesus unlocks the meaning of this parable: the 'seed' is the 
Word of God (verse 14); the 'birds of the air' that snatch away the 
word that was sown in their hearts (like Satan); the 'stony ground' 
are those with no root In themselves and don't last long; the 'thorns 
are the cares of this world which makes the word unfruitful in our 
lives. 
 
Although the Bible Explorers is based in St. Andrews - our group of 8 
people come from across other churches in the area and is open to 
anyone. See the Pew Sheet or  
Phone Mary Barclay on 01294 608771. 
 

Mary Barclay 
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Concert  by UMOJA  GAELICA  
 

A concert  performed  by  the award  winning 

Afro  American  and  Celtic artists  working  with  the  

Centrestage  Gospel  and  Soul  Choir 

 Place: Centrestage Music Theatre 

 1-13  James Little St. Kilmarnock KA1 4AT  

 Time: 8pm. Saturday 19
th
 February 

 Tickets: £8 or £6 concession at door or contact  

 Susan at susanbarlow@yahoo.co.uk  or  

 Phone 01294 222739   

 www.centrestagemusictheatre.co.uk 

 

GOD’S WEATHER 
  
If you‟re getting a bit tired of the wind and the rain this time of year 
brings (and who isn‟t?) then look forward to the summer with the 
words of the second century Bishop Alexander in your mind.  He it 
was who said –  

“It takes God‟s weather to bring up God‟s flowers.” 
 

David McLaughlan 

mailto:susanbarlow@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.centrestagemusictheatre.co.uk
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 What’s happening, when....             
 
January   
  
Sun 30th   Epiphany 4 
  Magazine now available 
 

Mon 31st  MU AGM and planning next syllabus 2pm 
  Irvine Guild 1.30pm Mary‟s Meals 
  Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7.30pm 
   Irvine Coffee Lounge with CoS. (See Magazine for details) 
  
February 
 
Wed 2nd  Holy Communion at Ardrossan, 10am 
  Book Club 7.30pm „To kill a Mocking Bird‟ 
   At 2 Highet Gardens, Irvine 
  Alpha Meeting Irvine 11am to 1pm. (Light lunch included) 
 

Thurs 3rd     Bible Explorers 7.30pm  
at  47b Montgomerie St. Ardrossan 

 
Sun 6th  Epiphany 5 
 
Mon 7th   Ladies Group Ardrossan 7.30pm  
  Irvine Guild 1.30pm Energy Advice Centre 
  Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7.30pm 
   Irvine Coffee Lounge with CoS. (See Magazine for details) 
 

Wed 9th  Holy Communion at Ardrossan, 10am 
  Alpha Meeting Irvine 11am to 1pm. (Light lunch included) 
 

Thurs 10th Irvine Men's Club 7.30pm 
   Mr W Sinclair  Ivybank Veterinary Clinic 
 
Sun 13th  Epiphany 6 
 
Mon 14th Irvine Guild 1.30pm Valentine‟s Craft Day 
  Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7.30pm 
   Irvine Coffee Lounge with CoS. (See Magazine for details) 
 

Wed 16th  Holy Communion at Ardrossan, 10am 
  Alpha Meeting Irvine 11am to 1pm. (Light lunch included) 
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 Thurs 17th     Bible Explorers 7.30pm  
at  47b Montgomerie St. Ardrossan 

 
Sun 20th  Epiphany 7 
  Magazine Last day for articles 
 
Mon 21st  Irvine Guild 1.30pm Avon Cosmetics 
  Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7.30pm 
   Irvine Coffee Lounge with CoS. (See Magazine for details) 
 
Wed 23rd  Holy Communion at Ardrossan, 10am 
   Alpha Meeting Irvine 11am to 1pm. (Light lunch included) 
 

Thurs 24th Irvine Men's Club 7.30pm 

   Mr & Mrs D McAlister  Irvine Folk Club 

  The Church and the Academy  

   At Glasgow University 5.30pm 
 

Sat 26th  Christian Aid Ceilidh held by St Cuthbert‟s Church at  
   Ardrossan Civic Centre, 7 to 11pm (Tickets call 465744) 
 
Sun 27th Epiphany 8 
  Magazine available 
 
Mon 28th Visit to Rosslyn Chapel (See Magazine for details) 
  Irvine Guild 1.30pm. North Ayrshire Women‟s Aid. 
  Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7.30pm 
   Irvine Coffee Lounge with CoS. (See Magazine for details) 
 
March 
 
Wed 2nd Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 
 
Fri 4th  Irvine Guild World Day of Prayer 
 
Sat 5th  Diocesan Synod at Holy Trinity, 
Paisley. 9.30am 
 
Sun 6th Sunday before Lent 
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St. Andrew’s, Ardrossan, St. Andrew’s, Irvine and St. Peter’s, Dalry 
form the  

North Ayrshire Team Ministry  
of the Scottish Episcopal Church.  

A warm welcome awaits you at any of our services. 
 

Service Details: 
St. Andrew’s Ardrossan 

Sundays 11.15am Family Communion, Crèche and Sunday School 
Wednesdays 10am Holy Communion (except 2nd Wednesday) 

 

St Andrew’s Irvine  
Sundays 9.30am Family Communion & Sunday School 

 

St. Peter’s Dalry 
Sundays 10am Holy Communion 

 

For other services not listed please see Diary inside 

 
  To reduce last minute pressures, please try and get 
what you can; in early. It helps the Editorôs nervous 

system. Thanks. As usual, Concord can be viewed on our 
Web Site; still in colour. 

Deadline for articles for inclusion in our next Magazine is 20th February. 
mikewhitby@btopenworld.com or 01294 276 838 

or 2 Highet Gardens, Irvine, KA12 8RQ 
 

Michael Whitby 

Last 
Writes 

From the Editor’s 
desk

 

Church Web Site Address:  www.standrews-stpeters.org.uk 
 

Clergy Team details: 

 

Interim Priest Rev Gordon Fyfe, St Columba‟s Rectory, Aubery Crescent, Largs KA30 8PR 

 e-mail: gordon.fyfe@virginmedia.com  Tel: 01475 673143 

Asst. Priest    Rev Sandy Montgomerie, 105 Sharphill Rd, Saltcoats KA21 5QU  

  e-mail: sandy.montgomerie@btinternet.com Tel/Fax: 01294 465193 

Asst. Priest     Rev Ian Boffey, 2 Kinloch Ave, Stewarton, Kilmarnock KA3 3HF  

  e-mail: ian.boffey2@btinternet.com Tel: 01560 482586 

Asst. Priest     Rev Martin Sofield, 21 Mariner‟s View, Ardrossan, KA22 8BF 

  e-mail: martin.sofield@btinternet.com  Tel: 01294 468181 


