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Dear Friends, 
 

It’s June already!  It is hard to believe that we are fast approaching the middle of what I 

had still been thinking of as a relatively new year, but there it is.  This month sees the feast 

of the Ascension, the feast of Pentecost and Trinity Sunday.  These are not just days in 

our Christian calendar, they are also festivals that serve to remind us of the faith we 

proclaim and seek to live out as a community. 
 

The Ascension of Christ is important because of the truth it declares; not that Jesus has 

gone from us, but rather that he has raised our human nature into the very being of God 

forever.  It is a truth that proclaims we truly have ‘friends in high places’.  We, as human 

beings, can never be abandoned for in Christ ‘we have a great high priest who has 

gone into the heavens’.  There he intercedes for us in all our need. 
 

But there is more … the great feast of Pentecost marks the ‘birth-day’ of the Church.  With 

the coming of the Holy Spirit, we are assured of God’s presence in us and in the very 

midst of our everyday lives.  The same Holy Spirit that brooded over the primeval waters of 

creation, the same Spirit that guided the Apostles and strengthened them for service is the 

same Spirit offered to us in baptism.  We are sealed with the Spirit’s presence and can be 

assured of God’s power to lead and guide us too. 
 

Trinity Sunday is the only festival that carries the name of a doctrine.  The Churches 

teaching of one God in three persons is so important that it has a day to itself and, indeed, 

the longest season of the year!  We live in the light of this revealed truth about God.  God 

is, if you like, a community of perfect unity and love.  God is a community that is creative 

and dynamic, one whose loving nature breaks out to reach others and draw them into 

relationship. 
 

If we, as we are told in the scriptures, are created in the image and likeness of God, then 

this is indeed a fantastic picture of our potential as individuals and as a team of 

congregations here in North Ayrshire.  May we fully participate in the new Diocesan 

Growth Strategy, to be launched this month, and be open to the new ways God offers us 

to relate to those around us.  May love, joy and creativity be found at the very heart of all 

we seek to do in his name. 

 

Gordon 

Rector, St Columba’s, Largs 
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The Prayer Support Team 
 

In June, please remember in your Prayers 
Susan Garner  Anna Sinclair   Susan McHarg 

 

As they pray for members of their Congregation 
 

Remember also this month 
Ministry Team 

 

The Prayer Support Team 
 

In July, please remember in your Prayers 
Stuart Mitchell     Kit Still     Connie Mulcock 

 

As they pray for members of their Congregation 
 

Remember also this month 
Intercessors 

 

The Prayer Support Team 
 

In August, please remember in your Prayers 
Ella Nettlefold     James Currall     Mary Wallace 

 

As they pray for members of their Congregation 
 

Remember also this month 
Worship Leaders 

Prayer Support Teams 
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Reports from our Groups 
 

LADIES GROUP 

  
Thank-you to everyone who took part in the raffle for the Easter Egg.. The winner 

was Tricia Steed. The Ladies Group has now finished for this session, we will be 

starting again on the 5th September. 

  

DENISE ALLEN 
 
The Bible Explorers Group 

  
The Bible Explorers Have enjoyed very much this year our study of Mark's 

Gospel. We have just taken a section of Scripture, read it together then discuss 

and share ideas like: Where are we? Who is speaking? What are they saying? 

What is the context and who is the audience? It has taken us all session to get 

from Mark chapter 1 to Mark chapter 7. However we all seem to agree that it is a 

wonderful insightful Gospel showing how carefully Jesus trains up His disciples 

and we have all seen new things in these familiar gospel stories.  
 

Our group meets twice a month on Thursday's from 7.30 - 9.30 pm. We can have 

8 people comfortably in our flat, at the moment we have 7 people in the Bible 
Explorers from our church and other churches. So we have 1 more place if 

someone would like to join us. We can offer transport there and back if that is 

helpful. You would be made very welcome.  

Contact: May Barclay (01294 608771) 

God Bless. 

 

May Barclay 

Mothers' Union 
  
At our meeting on 23rd May Pauline came to talk to us about Worship & 
Praise. It was very interesting to find out what hymns we all liked and why. 
We are now in recess until August when we open with a service to which 
everyone is invited. 
  

Susan Groves  
Branch Leader. 
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The Wooden Bowl  
 
I guarantee you will remember the tale of the Wooden Bowl tomorrow, a 
week from now, a month from now, a year from now.  
 

A frail old man went to live with his son, daughter-in-law, and four-year-
old grandson. The old man's hands trembled, his eyesight was blurred, 
and his step faltered  
 

The family ate together at the table. But the elderly grandfather's shaky 
hands and failing sight made eating difficult. Peas rolled off his spoon 
onto the floor. When he grasped the glass, milk spilled on the tablecloth. 
The son and daughter-in-law became irritated with the mess. 'We must 
do something about father,' said the son. 'I've had enough of his spilled 
milk, noisy eating, and food on the floor.'  
 

So the husband and wife set a small table in the corner. There, 
Grandfather ate alone while the rest of the family enjoyed dinner. Since 
Grandfather had broken a dish or two, his food was served in a wooden 
bowl. When the family glanced in Grandfather's direction, sometimes he 
had a tear in his eye as he sat alone. Still, the only words the couple had 
for him were sharp admonitions when he dropped a fork or spilled food.  
 

The four-year-old watched it all in silence.  
 

One evening before supper, the father noticed his son playing with wood 
scraps on the floor. He asked the child sweetly, 'What are you making?' 
Just as sweetly, the boy responded, 'Oh, I am making a little bowl for you 
and Mama to eat your food in when I grow up. ' The four-year-old smiled 
and went back to work.  
 

The words so struck the parents so that they were speechless. Then tears 
started to stream down their cheeks. Though no word was spoken, both 
knew what must be done. That evening the husband took Grandfather's 
hand and gently led him back to the family table.  
 

For the remainder of his days he ate every meal with the 
family. And for some reason, neither husband nor wife 
seemed to care any longer when a fork was dropped, 
milk spilled, or the tablecloth soiled.  
 

Stuart Mitchell 
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From the Office of MU Provincial President for Scotland 
 
Prof. Tanya Byron, whose clinical work with children, young people and their 
families has enjoyed wide coverage on T.V. and in her regular column in The 
Times newspaper, is to be the keynote speaker at the Usher Hall, Edinburgh 
on 9th June, 2011.  The event is the General Meeting of the Mothers’ Union, 
the largest lay mission organisation within the Anglican Church. Some 2,000 
people are expected to attend to hear Prof. Byron, and to learn more about 
the showcase community development projects carried out by the charities 4 
million members worldwide.  
 
Scottish President of Mothers’ Union, Hilary Moran said “It is a great honour 
to host the General Meeting in Edinburgh”. Also speaking at the meeting will 
be Mothers’ Union Chief Executive, Reg Bailey, who has headed up the 
independent inquiry on the Commercialisation and Sexualisation of Children 
for the Government, the Recommendations of which will be published just in 
time for the meeting.  
Some tickets for the event are still available, and are on sale from the Usher 
Hall Box office, www.usherhall.co.uk priced £7.50. 
 
The Province of Scotland is organizing a service of celebration at St.Mary’s 
Cathedral the evening before, which is now full, but there are seats for our 
additional service of celebration on Wednesday 8th June at 7.30pm St.John’s 
Scottish Episcopal Church, Princes Street. For an application form see our 
website www.muscotland.org.uk.  
 

National Media Enquiries:    
Fiona Thomas, Communications Officer                                 
Mothers’ Union  
Tel: 44 020 7222 5533 Out of Hours contact: 07973 667027 
Email: Fiona.Thomas@themothersunion.org 
www.themothersunion.org 
Please contact Fiona Thomas on the above numbers with interview requests 
for Reg Bailey, or Prof. Tanya Byron, or to arrange media photographs at the 
event on 9th June.  Note: Prof. Byron will not be able to give interviews on 9th 
June and these will have to be carried out down the line by arrangement.  
 

http://www.usherhall.co.uk
http://www.muscotland.org.uk
mailto:Fiona.Thomas@themothersunion.org
http://www.themothersunion.org
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Mothers' Union is an international family charity with 4 million members 
dedicated to promoting marriage and family life. It realises that the well-
being of the family cannot be separated from the welfare of wider 
communities and therefore undertakes groundbreaking community work over 
80 countries.   
 
Within the UK and Ireland, the Mothers’ Union has 92,000+ members. 
Programmes within the UK involve members working in a voluntary or 
fundraising capacity with refugee and asylum seekers, teenagers and school 
children, parents and toddlers, in family contact centres, hospitals and in 90 
prisons. 
 
In the belief that exploiting children for profit is wrong, Mothers’ Union 
launched its Bye Buy Childhood campaign in September 2010. The campaign 
calls on marketing and retailers, government and parents to work together to 
ensure that children’s childhood remains a time protected from 
commercialisation. In December 2010 Chief Executive of Mothers’ Union, Reg 
Bailey, was appointed to head up an independent Review by the Government 
to address parents’ concerns about the pressures on children to grow up too 
quickly 

Hilary Moran 
   
Mothers' Union Provincial President for Scotland 
206 Greenock Road, Largs, Ayrshire. KA30 8SB 
www.muscotland.org.uk         www.themothersunion.org 
 

Count Your Blessings 
 
The final figure we have collected for this year’s Mothers' Union Lenten 'Count 

Your Blessings' appeal is £200, over twice the sum raised last year! 

  

On behalf of the families in Uganda who will benefit under the Mothers' Union's 

Family Life Programme may I thank you all for your generosity. I found the daily 

tasks a very good and prayerful focus for Lent. 

  

See you again next Lent!! 

  

Lesley McCowatt  MU Treasurer 
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The members of the Stevenston Group of the Fellowship of Meditation are 

holding a Quiet Day at Smithstone House, Kilwinning on Saturday 30 July 2011 

from 10 am to 4 pm. 

 

Several periods of meditation will be held, together with silent time for quiet 

reflection, walking in the Labyrinth, or sitting in the Peace Garden.   Morning 

coffee, Lunch, and tea will be provided in times for Fellowship.   The day will 

close with a short act of worship. 
 

If you are interested and wish to know more, or wish to book a place please 

contact Lesley McCowatt on 01294 601162.  

 

Lesley 

 
 
  
 
At our meeting on 2nd May Margaret and Richard Horrell from 
Helensburgh Mothers' Union branch came to talk to us about Bangledesh.  
It was a very interesting and informative meeting. Margaret who is 
Mothers' Union enterprise representative also brought along a sales table 
which gave us an opportunity to stock up on Mothers' Union products. Our 
next meeting is on 23rd May. Everyone is welcome. 
 

Susan Groves 
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Joint Services 
  
The Joint Service on 15th May with the three 
congregations and the Church of Scotland congregation 
in Irvine was a great success. Thanks to all who made 

this possible. As a result we have offered an invitation to the Church of 
Scotland congregation to join us for another Joint Service on Sunday 
28th August; this time in St Andrew's Ardrossan bringing together the 
four congregations once again.  
Please put that date in your diary. 
  
Before that happens we also have our regular Joint Service for Trinity 
Sunday on 19th June when our three Episcopal congregations come 
together and this will be followed by a light lunch.  The gathering also 
gives us an opportunity to introduce you to the Diocesan Initiative "The 
Strategy for Growth". I know Martin will be telling you more on that 
subject but let me emphasise that it is an important time for our church as 
we plan for the next five years and beyond. 
So please come along and support us in this venture and offer your  
own ideas. 

 Sandy 

 
 

KIRK DOG TRAINING CLUB 
 

Those of you who have a canine in your midst will be pleased to know that 

the Kirk Dog Training Club is now meeting in our halls on a Monday night 

7.30 to 9.30.  The fees are £3 per night with beginners starting at 7.30 – 

8.15 and the more advanced dogs meeting for an hour from 8.30.  The 

clubs aim is to have responsible owners with well trained dogs.  If anyone 

is interested in attempting Obedience competitions as well, we are there to 

help owners achieve this target too.  Visitors are 

welcome  – come and see what we get up to! 
 

Linda 
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CHEESE JOKES 
 

1) Which cheese would you use to entice a grizzly down from a 

mountain?  
 

2) What type of cheese is made backwards? 
 

3) What sort of cheese would you use to hide a horse? 

TRIVIA QUIZ 
 

1: Which metal do you get from 
bauxite? 
2: Which animal produces the 
biggest baby? 
3: In Pop music, which two herbs go 
with 'Parsley & Sage'? 
4: What was the name of the 
Benedictine monk who legend has it 
invented Champagne? 
5: In which Country is Auschwitz 
(Birkenau)? 
6: Who was Leonardo di Caprio's  
co-star in Titanic? 
7: Acid rain is composed mainly of 
the oxides of two elements. Give 
either. 
8: What sort of creature is a 
bustard? 

9: What is calcium carbonate 
normally known as? 
10: Who commanded the Allied 
forces, which invaded Europe on  
D-Day? 
11: Who holds the record as being 
Britain's youngest ever Formula 1 
Driver? 
12: What word do we use to 
describe the Asexual reproduction of 
a genetic carbon copy of an animal 
or plant? 
13: Which chemical element has the 
shortest name - 3 letters? 
14: What is the state capital of 
Alaska? 
15: How many holes are there in a 
ten pin bowling ball? 
16: Which land did Puff The Magic 

Dragon live in? 
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KIDS IN CHURCH  (American) 
 
3-year-old Reese :  
'Our Father, Who does art in 
heaven, Harold is His name.  
Amen  
 
 
 
A Sunday school teacher asked her 
children as they were on the way 
to church service, 'And why is it 
necessary to be quiet in church?'  
One bright little girl replied,  
'Because people are sleeping.'  

 

 

KIDS IN CHURCH  (American) 
 
A mother was preparing pancakes 
for her sons, Kevin 5, and Ryan 3.  
The boys began to argue over who 
would get the first pancake. Their 
mother saw the opportunity for a 
moral lesson.  'If Jesus were sitting 
here, He would say, 'Let my brother 
have the first pancake, I can wait.'  
Kevin turned to his younger brother 
and said,  
' Ryan , you be Jesus !'  
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St Andrew`s Episcopal 

Church 
 

Ardrossan 
 

Invite you to a Service of 
Taize Prayer & Praise for Pentecost 

 
Wednesday 15th June 

At 
7.30pm 

 
 

 
 
 

There`s an opportunity to sing and pray together 
Time for quiet reflection on issues affecting ourselves or 

the Church and community 
And if you`ve never been to a Taize Prayer Service 

before a chance for a new experience 
You can be assured of a warm welcome 
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Food for thought………… 
 

Q. Which is the shortest chapter in the Bible? 

A. Psalm 117 
 

Q. Which is the longest chapter in the Bible? 

A. Psalm 119 
 

Q. Which chapter is in the centre of the Bible? 

A. Psalm 118 
 

Facts:  There are 594 chapters before Psalm 118 

  There are 594 chapters after Psalm 118 

  Add these numbers and you get 1188  
 

Q. Which is the centre verse in the Bible? 

A. Psalm 118:8 
 

Does this verse say something significant? 

The next time someone says they would like to find God’s perfect 

will for their lives and they want to be in the centre of His will, just 

send them to the centre of His word! 
 

Psalm 118:8  (NKJV) 
“It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man”. 

 

Barbara Mackie 

FRENCH FARCE 
 
A thief in Paris decided to steal some artwork from 
the Louvre. After careful planning, he got 
past security, stole the paintings and made it safely to his van. 
However, he was captured only two blocks away when he ran out 
of petrol. When asked how he could mastermind such a crime and 
then make such a stupid mistake, he said "Monsieur, that is the 
reason I took the paintings. I had no Monet  to buy Degas  to 
make the Van Gogh . You wonder how I have De Gaulle  to tell you 
this? Well, I figure I have nothing Toulouse ”. 
 

Joyce 
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WRAPPED UP IN RAPTURE 
 

Last week hundreds, perhaps thousands, of 
Americans awaited The Rapture. One entrepreneur 
raked in quite a bit of money by offering pet-sitting 
services for those expecting to be bodily uplifted to 
Heaven. No pets allowed, apparently. 
 

Well, the deadline came and went. Those expecting to see the Lord descend 
with eyes of fire and a sword for a tongue … well … I hope someone gave 
them a hug! 
 

The next day a friend posted a message on Facebook. She said (and I’m 
paraphrasing,) “Did you see Jesus yesterday? Were you disappointed? Well, I 
saw him. I saw him looking for lunch in a dumpster. I saw him in the eyes of 
a little girl who didn’t know which way to turn for safety. I saw him in the 
man holding the hand of a wife who didn’t remember him – and I saw him in 
that wife.” 
 

What does it say about us that we want to see Christ in His glory but don’t 
want to see him in the dirt? 
 

Despite all the many prophets and predictions no man knows when the 
Rapture, or the end of this scheme of things, will come. The Bible is quite 
emphatic about that. But let’s speculate. Why would God choose one time to 
bring the curtain down and not another. Would it just be whenever His 
patience runs out? That doesn’t say much for His Grand Plan! 
 

I’m guessing there will be a point to it. Either evil will have conquered this 
world and The Rapture will be in the form of a rescue mission for the 
remaining faithful, or Love’s work will be done to its utmost and the Second 
Coming will be a wrapping up of all the loose ends. It will probably be a time 
of completion, one way or another. 
 

So, look around you, all you prophets of the End Times. Does it look like we 
are beaten and there is nothing more we can do? Does it look like we have 
done all we can do and everyone is well fed and feels cared for? The Work 
goes on. So, let’s get our heads out of the clouds (from when the Lord was 
supposed to appear last week) and turn our gaze towards “the poorest of 
these.” Because in helping them we are helping Him. And in not looking away 
from them we stand less chance of missing Him while He’s still here. 
 

David McLaughlan 
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CHEESEY ANSWERS   
from page 11 
 

1) Camembert (Come-on-bear)  
2) EDAM.  
3) Mascarpone (Mask-a-pony) 

Trivial Answers 
from page 11 
 
1: Aluminium 
2: Blue Whale 
3: Rosemary and Thyme -  
Scarborough fair 
4: Dom Perignon 
5: Poland 
6: Kate Winslett 
7: Sulphur or Nitrogen 
8: A bird 
9: Chalk 
10: Dwight Eisenhower 
11: Jensen Button 
12: Clone 
13: Tin 
14: Juneau 
15: 3 
16: Honalee 

Sudoku solution 
From page 12 

Answers 



21 

 

Vg`sƇr G`oodmhmf VgdmƏ- mnv sn @tftrsƏ- 
 

Sun 29th Easter 6 
  Magazine now available 
 
Mon 30th Joint Vestry Meeting Dalry 7.30pm 

Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7.00pm 
  Irvine Coffee Lounge with CoS 
 

June  
 
Wed 1st Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 

 Lunchtime Bible Study 11am until 1pm 
   Irvine Coffee Lounge with CoS.  
 

Thur 2nd Ascension Day Regional Service at Girvan 7.30pm 
 

Sat 4th  Joint Summer Fare at St Andrew’s Irvine, 10.00am 
  Ministry Celebration, St Mary’s Cathedral 12 noon  
 
Sun 5th  Easter 7 

 
Mon 6th Bible Study & Prayer Meeting 7.00pm 
   Irvine Coffee Lounge with CoS 
 

Tues 7th Ayrshire Regional Council “Wine and Nibbles” 
   St Ninianôs, Troon 7.30pm 
 

Wed 8th  Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 
   MU Corporate Union 

 Lunchtime Bible Study 11am until 1pm 
   Irvine Coffee Lounge with CoS.  
  Fellowship of Meditation 7.30pm 
   53 Hawkhill Drive, Stevenston 
 

Thurs 9th Bible Explorers 7.30pm 
   At 47B Montgomerie St, Ardrossan 
 

Fri 10th Talk on the “Vine Trust” at Barony St John’s Church 
in Ardrossan 7.30pm. See Magazine for details 

 
Sun 12th Pentecost 
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Vg`sƇr G`oodmhmf VgdmƏ- now to August cont... 
 
Wed 15th Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 
  Taize Service at St Andrew’s Ardrossan 7.30pm 
 
Sun 19th  Trinity Sunday  
  Joint Service, at Ardrossan 11.15am 
  Strategy for Growth, Presentation, 

 Ardrossan, after Service at Coffee time 
Please note: no service at Dalry or Irvine  

 

Tues 21st Strategy for Growth, Regional Launch 
 St Ninianôs, Troon 7.30pm 

 

Wed 22nd  Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 
 

Thur 23rd Bible Explorers 7.30pm 
   At 47B Montgomerie St, Ardrossan 
 

Sun 26th Pentecost 2 
 

Wed 29th  Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 
 

July  
 
Sun 3rd Pentecost 3 
 
 

Wed 6th  Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 

 
Sun 10th  Pentecost 4 
 
Wed 13th  Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 
  
Sun 17th Pentecost 5 

 
Wed 20th  Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 
 

Sun 24th  Pentecost 6 
 

Wed 27th  Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 
 

Sat 30th Fellowship of Meditation 7.30pm 
   53 Hawkhill Drive, Stevenston 
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Vg`sƇr G`oodmhmf VgdmƏ- now to August cont... 
 
Sun 31st  Pentecost 7 
 

August  
 
Wed 3rd   Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 
 
Sun 7th   Pentecost 8 
 
Wed 11th  Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 
 

Thur 26th Bible Explorers 7.30pm 
   At 47B Montgomerie St, Ardrossan 

 
Sun 14th  Pentecost 9 
 
Mon 15th Ardrossan Vestry, 7.30pm 
 

Wed 17th  Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 

 
Sun 21st Pentecost 10 
 
Mon 22nd Staff Meeting at Ardrossan 10.00am 
  Ardrossan Churches Group  7.30pm 
 

Wed 24th  Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10.00am 
  Mothers’ Union at Ardrossan 11.00am 

 Opening Service followed by Lunch 

 
Thur 25th Bible Explorers 7.30pm 
   At 47B Montgomerie St, Ardrossan 

 
Sun 28th Pentecost 11 
  Joint Service in St Andrew’s Ardrossan 11.15am 
   With congregations from Dalry, Irvine  
   and Irvine Church of Scotland 

 Please note: no service at Dalry or Irvine  
 
Wed 31st   Holy Communion at Ardrossan 10am 
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St. Andrew’s, Ardrossan, St. Andrew’s, Irvine and St. Peter’s, Dalry form the  
North Ayrshire Team Ministry  

of the Scottish Episcopal Church 
A warm welcome awaits you at any of our services 

 

Service Details: 
St. Andrew’s Ardrossan 

Sundays 11.15am Family Communion, Crèche and Junior Church 
Wednesdays 10am Holy Communion 

 

St Andrew’s Irvine  
Sundays 9.30am Family Communion & Sunday School 

 

St. Peter’s Dalry 
Sundays 10am Holy Communion 

 

For other services not listed please see Diary inside 

Church Web Site Address:   www.standrews-stpeters.org.uk 
 

      Clergy Team details::   
 

Interim Priest Rev Gordon Fyfe, St Columba’s Rectory, Aubery Crescent, Largs KA30 8PR 

 e-mail: gordon.fyfe@virginmedia.com  Tel: 01475 673143 

Asst. Priest    Rev Sandy Montgomerie, 105 Sharphill Rd, Saltcoats KA21 5QU  

  e-mail: sandy.montgomerie@btinternet.com Tel/Fax: 01294 465193 

Asst. Priest     Rev Ian Boffey, 2 Kinloch Ave, Stewarton, Kilmarnock KA3 3HF  

  e-mail: ian.boffey2@btinternet.com Tel: 01560 482586 

Asst. Priest     Rev Martin Sofield, 21 Mariner’s View, Ardrossan, KA22 8BF 

  e-mail: martin.sofield@btinternet.com  Tel: 01294 468181 

 

CCL Licences  1199579 / 961997 / 961980 / 2197 

Summer is here. Holidays soon.   
Think of all the interesting things you can write about!   
Share them by putting them in our September Concord.   

Don’t waste time lying on the beach, write.  Right!    
Deadline for articles for inclusion in our next Magazine is 21st August. 

mikewhitby@btopenworld.com or 01294 276 838 
or 2 Highet Gardens, Irvine, KA12 8RQ 

 
 

Michael Whitby 

Last W
rite

s
 

From the Editor’s 
desk

 


