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Dear Friends 

As we near the end of our Lent pilgrimage we move into the Season 
of Easter. In one of the Easter readings, John 20:1-18, Mary 
Magdalene encounters the risen Christ. She is searching for where the 
body of her Lord has been placed because he has gone from the grave 
where he had been laid. She is weeping because she assumed that 
the body had been stolen. Far too often we make assumptions about 
other people, their thoughts, opinions or actions. And we too can be 
very wrong. 
 
Mary assumed that the man she saw in the garden was the gardener. 
She did not expect to find the risen Christ. The last time she saw her 
Lord he had died from the wounds so cruelly inflicted. Now, here he 
was, fit and well, and walking in the garden. He spoke her name and 
she recognised him. His risen body was quite different from the 
broken body which had hung from the cross. As a result of that 
encounter Mary herself changed. She stopped weeping, her misery 
disappeared, and she excitedly went straight to tell all the other 
disciples. She seemed to have gained a new inner strength from her 
encounter with the risen Christ. 
 
All encounters with the risen Christ change people. Those who are 
lonely change, people who are unsure of themselves change, people 
with low self-esteem change, and people who think life just isn't 
worth living, change. This is our Easter promise. We too can receive a 
new life, full of hope and promise. All we need is an encounter with 
the risen Christ. 
  
With every blessing, 
Freda and I wish you a happy and joyous Easter 
 
Martin 
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LADIES GROUP 
The Ladies Group meets on the second Monday of each month:  

As always these meetings are open to everyone.  DENISE ALLEN 
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All our meetings are held in St Andrew’s Ardrossan and begin at 2pm.  
Everyone is welcome to attend not just MU members.  We hope to 
see you there. 
 
We welcomed Rev. Peter Douglas, our Chaplin to give our Lenten 
Address in February which resulted in a very enjoyable and thought 
provoking afternoon.  
 
The Mothers’ Union will be hosting the Family Garden Party in aid of 
the Restoration Fund on Saturday June 21st at 2pm.  There will be 
teas, home baking, raffle, crafts and other activities.  We hope you 
will join us for a fun afternoon. 
 
Our Opening Service for our 2014/2015 session will be held on 
Wednesday 27th August at 11am at St Andrew’s Ardrossan.  It will be 
followed by a light lunch of soup and home baking.  This service is 
open to all not just MU members and you are all welcome. 

Prayer Chain. 
 

Each month an e-mail is sent round to members of the church with 
prayer requests.  It compliments the prayer which is offered each day 
by individual members of the church.  Requests can be for family or 
friends who are in need and if there is an emergency an extra e-mail 
is sent.  If you know of anyone who is in need of prayer and/or would 
like to receive the e-mail please contact me on 
lilian.bancroft@sky.com. 

mailto:lilian.bancroft@sky.com


 

 

 

Prayer Support 
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The Prayer Support Team 
 

In April, please remember in your Prayers 
Mary Stewart  Anna Sinclair  Mary Coutts 

 

As they pray for members of their Congregation 
 

Remember also this month 
Vestry Members  

 

The Prayer Support Team 
 

In May, please remember in your Prayers 
Angela Churchill  Kit Still  Connie Mulcock 

 

As they pray for members of their Congregation 
 

Remember also this month 
Ardrossan Ladies Group 

 

The Prayer Support Team 
 

In June, please remember in your Prayers 
Susan Garner  Kit Still  David Williams 

 

As they pray for members of their Congregation 
 

Remember also this month 
Mothers Union 
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Junior Craft Club. 
 

Our Junior Craft Club meets on the last 
Saturday of every month (except December!) 
and we have a wide range of activities.  All 
children from 3 upwards are welcome to 
attend.  Our sessions begin at 11am and 
finish at 3pm.  It costs just £4 per child per 
session.  All we ask is that they bring a 
packed lunch except for special days which 
are notified in advance.  

                    The Book Club 

 

The book club continues to enjoy reading a 
variety of books and to discuss them at 
meetings which take place approximately 
every four weeks.  
We recently read a Scottish novel - Sunset 
Song by Lewis Grassic Gibbon. Our next 

book is a crime novel with interesting characters and settings. 
Book club is open to every one in all three congregations and to 
Church of Scotland members at Irvine, A new member joined us 
recently and was made very welcome. 
Because of the fact that lots of church activities are taking place 
during the run up to Easter, no definite date has been set for the 
next meeting, but we are aiming for early April. I will contact 
members as soon as possible with the date. 
Meanwhile if you require information about Book Club, please 
contact Yvonne on 01294 552880. 

 So if you would like a few hours on a Saturday to yourself  bring 
your children along! Lilian, Claire & Clare 

 

Lilian ( 01294273568 )   
Claire ( 07970338479 ) 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ETqSQ7HAMc0CdM&tbnid=pmYnQt6__dujQM:&ved=0CAwQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpal.com%2Fclipart%2Fobjects%2Fshears_183810.html&ei=g5NAUYn5AdK20QW1lYH4Bw&psig=AFQjCNFtr_s8EbvkgPUMJZ0Aziav


 

 

 

Diocesan Growth Strategy prayer 
 
Spirit of our Loving God, 
in your mercy and compassion 
inspire, encourage and empower us 
to live and work together as a Dio-
cese, to allow your mission for us to 
take flesh  through Jesus Christ our 
living and Eternal Lord. Amen. 

In January and February each of our church congregations met to  
Discuss progress on our journey for growth. Everyone had been asked 
beforehand to pray about our strategy and to try and discern which 
particular area God was asking us to work in for our second year. By 
the time you read this the Mission Action Plans for year two will have 
been signed, or will be in the process of being signed. House Groups 
have featured strongly in this year`s discussions and you will already 
have noticed study groups for Lent in both Irvine and Ardrossan. The 
other main area we will address is Pastoral Care and I am delighted to 
report that seven of our members from both Ardrossan and Irvine 
have successfully completed the Diocesan Pastoral Care Assistants 
Course and will be working within the community as soon as they 
have been authorised by the Bishop. For further information on the 
Growth Strategy see our website:  www.standrews-stpeters.org.uk  
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Knit and Natter 
 

This group meets in the crèche on Thursday mornings from 10am 
till around noon.  It`s open to those who knit or sew and those 
who don’t!  It`s a time to meet and chat in an informal way. We 
are currently making articles to sell in aid of the Church Restora-
tion fund.  If you’re free and want to come along please do – just 
drop in on any Thursday and you`ll get a warm welcome. 
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We had an Absolutely Fabulous 
 evening courtesy of M & Co in  
Saltcoats on Tuesday 25th March. 
The fundraising team liaised with the shop 
for an evening of high fashion.  Our volun-
teer models were expertly assisted in 
choosing outfits before the event, some 
only "volunteered" as they came through 
the door for the evening - all did a sterling 
job on the catwalk!  The biggest cheers of 
the evening came for the gorgeous junior 
models and our debonair gentlemen, 
some of whom seemed to enjoy it more 
than they had thought they would.  There 
was a large audience who enjoyed wine 
and homemade shortbread as they ar-
rived and were very appreciative of what 
proved to be an entertaining and informa-
tive evening.  

Many thanks to the staff of M & Co 
who put in such an effort to make the 
evening a great success. 
 
Our total in support of the Restoration 
Fund was a massive £475.  This came 
from ticket sales and the raffle.  Many 
tickets were bought on the evening at 
the door.  We were stunned at every-
one's generosity; heartfelt thanks go 
to everyone who made this possible. 
 
 

Fashion Show Spectacular 
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Our next fundraising event is our Bingo Evening at the Whitlees  
Centre, Ardrossan on Friday 4th April, doors open at 7.15 eyes down 
8.00pm.  If Bingo doesn't grab you, try our Annual Pub Quiz on Friday 
9th May with Jeanette in the quizmaster’s role - last year's champions 
the Knit & Natter’s are waiting to take on all comers. 
 
Over the summer we have our car boot sales, the first is Saturday 3rd 
May, there will be home baking and teas to keep you going as you 
browse the stalls.  We hope to see you there! May we take this oppor-
tunity to thank all who have made our fundraising efforts worthwhile 
during the past year. We do appreciate your support. Thank you! 

Irvine and Ardrossan Gift Day 
Gift Day this year will be Easter Day, Sunday 20th April. With our 
finances in a difficult position your gift means a great deal to us so 
please place in the envelope as much as you can…. Thank You..! 
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I would like to say how much I enjoyed the joint  
service at Dalry on 9th March. The service was 
good. The singing was lovely, as was the music and 
the grounds were a joy to behold.  It was great to 
see the church full. Thanks to everyone at  
St. Peter’s for the warm welcome.                                   
                                                  Barbara Mackie - Irvine                                                                              

St Andrews Pop -Up-Café 
 

We are planning to open a tearoom on summer weekends from 
May to September in the hope of attracting folk from the beach 
and promenade areas where there is a lack of these facilities. This 
will of course be weather dependant. and also congregation  
dependant. If it is to work we will all need to be involved in some 
way. We hope you will support us in this venture.  
 
Fund raising committee 

THE REGISTERS 
 

Irvine  
 

Gordon Webb 

Died 10th March 2014 

Age 77yrs 
 

 

Ardrossan 
 

Ellen McVey 

Died 17th March 2014 

Age 87yrs 
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THE PINK SALMONY SKY OPENS IT'S EYE TO GREET THE RADI-

ANT DAWN 

SPREADING ENDLESS PLENTIFUL FOLDS OF PURPLE HUE AND 

FAWN 

PROTECTING THE BEAUTIFUL BOUNTEOUS EARTH AS SPLENDID 

AS A LAWN 

OF GRASS SO GREEN 

IT DAZZLES THE BRILLIANT EYE TO CONQUER THE WAITING 

SCENE. 

 

THE GREEN SPREADING TREES WELCOME THE BREEZE STRETCH-

ING TOWARDS THE LIGHT 

AS THEY GENTLY SHAKE OFF THE DARKEST SHADOWS OF THE 

PREVIOUS NIGHT 

THIS IS THEIR TASK AS ONGOING AGES CONTINUE TO RUN 

TO TURN THEIR SHIVERING LEAVES TOWARDS THE DAWNING 

SUN. 

 

THE COLOURS ARE MANY AND THE BEAUTY IS HARD FOR THE 

EYE TO PERCEIVE 

THE CREATION OF GOD IS THERE FOR ALL TO BELIEVE 

THE ENORMITY OF WHAT WE PERCEIVE IS JUST SO IMMENSE 

AND FOR US THROUGH THE AGES IT'S BEEN HARD TO MAKE 

SENSE, 

 

OF THE EXTRAORDINARY BEAUTY AND WHENCE IT CAME FROM 

FOR THE BEINGS ON EARTH WHO HAVE LONG CALLED IT HOME. 

THE ANSWER IS HERE AND IN THIS WORLD ABOUNDS. 

IF WE OPEN OUR HEARTS WE WILL HEAR THE RICH SOUNDS. 

 

THE SIGHTS WE BEHOLD IF WE REALLY DO LOOK 

NO ONE BUT NO ONE COULD WRITE SUCH A BOOK 

AND NO ONE CAN SAY WHY IT'S SO HARD TO PERCEIVE 

IT'S BETTER BY FAR TO JUST TRULY BELIEVE. 

 

BELIEVE IN THE GREATNESS THAT GIVES US ALL THIS 

STOP SEEKING FOR ANSWERS AS TO WHY WE EXIST 

ACCEPT AND BELIEVE AND GIVE UP OUR HEART 

AND THE MEANING OF LIFE WILL THEN FULLY IMPART.  

 

Written by Patricia J. Steed 
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Ardrossan Restoration Project 
 

Future Restoration Fundraising  events: 
4TH APRIL BINGO  
Whitlees Community Centre.  
3RD MAY CAR BOOT SALE  10am - 2.00pm 
9TH MAY QUIZ NIGHT Hosted by Jeanette Jenkins 
21ST JUNE GARDEN PARTY Hosted by Mothers Union 
5TH JULY CAR BOOT SALE  10.00am - 2.00pm 
6TH SEPT CAR BOOT SALE  10.00am - 2.00pm 
24TH OCT TASTE OF ITALY  
6TH DEC ADVENT MARKET 11.00am - 3.00pm 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
St Andrew`s Restoration News 
We submitted our second round bid, with schedules of the work to 
be done and quotations from the preferred contractor, to the Herit-
age Lottery Fund and Historic Scotland by the deadline in early 
December.  We were promised an answer within three months, so 
we should know in the first half of March if we are going to be award-
ed a grant to help with the restoration work on the windows, roof 
and stonework. We have paid the architect for the work associated 
with putting this second round application together, and have applied 
for the remainder of the HLF grant towards this cost. Some of these 
first round costs were covered by a grant from the North Ayrshire 
Communities fund, so the net cost to us of this work should only be 
about £2,000 at most.   

STOP PRESS….! 
As the Magazine is about to go to print I am able to tell you that we 
received a phone call on Monday 17th March from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund to say that a copy of our second round offer letter is 
about to be e-mailed to us, and that the formal offer for the contract 
is being drawn up. St Andrew’s Vestry will be looking at this and we 
will keep the congregation(s) informed of progress. This is great 
news!  
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MAKE UP A TEAM OF FOUR  

AND COME AND TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE  

AT OUR 

Can you beat the ‘Knitter Knatters? 

 

PUB QUIZ NIGHT 

IN 

  ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH ARDROSSAN 

ON 

FRIDAY, 9TH MAY 2014 

AT 7.30PM. 

 
£5 PER PERSON   SUPPER INCLUDED    BYOB 

 

IN AID OF THE RESTORATION FUND 

 

CONTACT JEANETTE BY PHONE ON 01294 553383 OR EMAIL 

‘REVJ.JENKINS@BTINTERNET.COM 

Fellowship of Meditation. 
 

Our Meditation group meet on the 4th Wednesday afternoon of each 
month in the crèche at St Andrew’s.  This is a time of quiet reflection 
and is open to anyone who would like to take time out from their 
busy schedule.  The group is part of the Fellowship of Meditation 
which is a Christian based society with groups throughout the UK 
whose headquarters are at Marion Dunlop House in Dorchester. 
(Check it out on line if you want more information.)  Come along and 
give us a try – you may find you enjoy it! 



 

 

 

St. Andrew’s, Ardrossan, St. Andrew’s, Irvine and St. Peter’s, Dalry  
form the North Ayrshire Team Ministry  

of the Scottish Episcopal Church 
A warm welcome awaits you at any of our services 

 
Service Details: 

St. Andrew’s Ardrossan 
Sundays 11.30am Family Communion, Crèche and Junior Church 

Wednesdays 10am Holy Communion 
 

St Andrew’s Irvine  
Sundays 9.30am Family Communion 

 
St. Peter’s Dalry 

Sundays 10am Holy Communion 

 

Church Web Site Address:  www.standrews-stpeters.org.uk 
 

Clergy Team details: 
    

 Rector         Revd.  Martin Sofield, 31 Milgarholm Ave Irvine KA12 0EL 

   e-mail: martin.sofield@btinternet.com  Tel: 01294 278341 

 Asst. Priest    Revd. Sandy Montgomerie, 105 Sharphill Rd, Saltcoats KA21 5QU 

   e-mail: sandy.montgomerie@btinternet.com Tel/Fax: 01294 465193 

 

CCL Licences:  1199579 / 962006 / 962013 /  961997 / 961980 Calamus Licence: 2197 

 

Last 
Writes 

From the Editor’s 
desk
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                                                      Date of next Concord July 2014  
 
                                                         As usual, Concord can be viewed on our Web Site.  
 
                             Deadline for articles to be included in our next Magazine is 15th June    
                        martin.sofield@btinternet.com or 01294 278341  
                   or St Andrew`s Rectory, 31 Milgarholm Ave, Irvine, KA12 0EL  
 

   Martin Sofield 


