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Dear Friends 

As you can see from the picture on the front of this magazine, the 
restoration work at St Andrew`s, Ardrossan has begun. The scaffolding 
has now reached the top of the building and clings around the church 
as if supporting every stone. From the scaffolding the workmen can 
gain access to all areas of the building, being able now to reach those 
areas in need of care and attention. If you take a look at our website 
www.standrews-stpeters.org.uk you can see the pictures taken as 
work has progressed. 
 

As I stood outside the church to take the picture that you see, I 
thought about how the church, the people of God, are so much like 
that scaffolding in our communities. Each one of us is like one of the 
poles supporting the rest of the structure. Each one of us also 
supports one another, and each one of us allows the church access to 
the community in various ways, thereby enabling us to reach those in 
need of care and attention. By using this “scaffolding” around our 
communities we can help repair this damaged world in which we live, 
and help restore the kingdom of God. But, like the scaffolding around 
the building, we have to work together. If there are no connections in 
the poles around the building then it would all come falling down. In 
the same way we need to be connected with one another in prayer 
and service so that the work we do will truly be for the glory of God 
and for the good of his kingdom. 
 

As you take a break for your holidays, stay connected in prayer which 
holds everything together, so that you may return refreshed and 
ready to support God`s kingdom in this place. 
 

Martin 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

Congratulations to 
 Laura Beardsworth & Kyle MacKenzie on their Confirmation 

Sunday 8th June 2014 



 

 

 

LADIES GROUP 
The Ladies Group meets on the second Monday of each month:  

As always these meetings are open to everyone.  DENISE ALLEN 
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All our meetings are held in St Andrew’s Ardrossan and begin at 2pm.  
Everyone is welcome to attend not just MU members.  We hope to 
see you there. 
 

Our Opening Service for our 2014/2015 session will be held on 
Wednesday 27th August at 11am at St Andrew’s Ardrossan.  It will be 
followed by a light lunch of soup and home baking.  This service is 
open to all not just MU members and you are all welcome. 

Prayer Chain. 
 

Each month an e-mail is sent round to members of the church with 
prayer requests.  It compliments the prayer which is offered each day 
by individual members of the church.  Requests can be for family or 
friends who are in need and if there is an emergency an extra e-mail 
is sent.  If you know of anyone who is in need of prayer and/or would 
like to receive the e-mail please contact me on 
lilian.bancroft@sky.com. 

Fellowship of Meditation. 
 

Our Meditation group meet on the 4th Wednesday afternoon of 
each month in the crèche at St Andrew’s.  This is a time of quiet re-
flection and is open to anyone who would like to take time out from 
their busy schedule.  The group is part of the Fellowship of Medita-
tion which is a Christian based society with groups throughout the 
UK whose headquarters are at Marion Dunlop House in Dorchester. 
(Check it out on line if you want more information.)  Come along and 
give us a try – you may find you enjoy it! 

mailto:lilian.bancroft@sky.com


 

 

 

Prayer Support 
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The Prayer Support Team 
 

In July, please remember in your Prayers 
Eveline Gray  Helen Ternent  Susan Barlow 

 

As they pray for members of their Congregation 
 

Remember also this month 
Sunday School Teachers  

 

The Prayer Support Team 
 

In August, please remember in your Prayers 
Dorothy Lynam  Anna Currall  Mary Coutts 

 

As they pray for members of their Congregation 
 

Remember also this month 
Eucharistic Assistants 

 

The Prayer Support Team 
 

In September, please remember in your Prayers 
Pauline Maxwell  Carolyn French  

Connie Mulcock 
 

As they pray for members of their Congregation 
 

Remember also this month 
Readers 



 

 

 

 
 

 6 

Junior Craft Club. 
 

Our Junior Craft Club meets on the last 
Saturday of every month (except December!) 
and we have a wide range of activities.  All 
children from 3 upwards are welcome to 
attend.  Our sessions begin at 11am and 
finish at 3pm.  It costs just £4 per child per 
session.  All we ask is that they bring a 
packed lunch except for special days which 
are notified in advance.  

                    The Book Club 
 

The book club continues to meet every 
four to five weeks. Books are chosen from 
the local library which has a splendid  
supply of books for use in Book Clubs. 
Approximately fifteen copies of each book 
are available for use by Book Clubs and 

there is no charge for the service. The library regularly updates 
its collection. We choose books from many genres and meet to 
discuss them on a very informal basis.   
 

Everyone is welcome. Please contact Yvonne on 01294 552880 if 
you would like more information. 

 So if you would like a few hours on a Saturday to yourself  bring 
your children along! Lilian, Claire & Clare 

 

Lilian ( 01294273568 )   
Claire ( 07970338479 ) 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ETqSQ7HAMc0CdM&tbnid=pmYnQt6__dujQM:&ved=0CAwQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpal.com%2Fclipart%2Fobjects%2Fshears_183810.html&ei=g5NAUYn5AdK20QW1lYH4Bw&psig=AFQjCNFtr_s8EbvkgPUMJZ0Aziav


 

 

 

Diocesan Growth Strategy prayer 
 
Spirit of our Loving God, 
in your mercy and compassion 
inspire, encourage and empower us 
to live and work together as a Dio-
cese, to allow your mission for us to 
take flesh  through Jesus Christ our 
living and Eternal Lord. Amen. 

Our Growth Strategy work continues at Ardrossan with raising funds 
for the Restoration project, and providing spiritual growth through 
Taize Prayer at Lent and Pentecost. The new Web site was launched 
at the end of last year and we held Study groups again during Lent. 
Also, our three Pastoral Assistants will shortly be taking to the road 
visiting those in our community who are in need.  At Irvine we contin-
ue to build on our relationship with the Church of Scotland and have 
decided to improve the facilities in the Chapel where we now worship 
each Sunday. Like Ardrossan, the four Pastoral Assistants here will 
shortly be on the road visiting those in need in Irvine.  
In Dalry we expect to hold Study Groups for Advent and the promised 
Recipe Book will be available shortly. 
 
For further information on the Growth Strategy see our website:  
www.standrews-stpeters.org.uk  
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Knit and Natter 
 

This group meets in the crèche on Thursday mornings from 10am till 
around noon.  It`s open to those who knit or sew and those who don’t!  
It`s a time to meet and chat in an informal way. We are currently mak-
ing articles to sell in aid of the Church Restoration fund.  If you’re free 
and want to come along please do – just drop in on any Thursday and 
you`ll get a warm welcome. 
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Ardrossan Restoration Project 
 

Future Restoration Fundraising  events: 
5th July CAR BOOT SALE  10.00am - 2.00pm 
9th Aug CAR BOOT SALE  10.00am - 2.00pm 
6th Sept CAR BOOT SALE  10.00am - 2.00pm 
24th Oct TASTE OF ITALY 7.30pm  
6th Dec ADVENT MARKET 11.00am - 3.00pm 
21st Dec CHRISTMAS HAMPER 
 

  Thanks to the grants from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and Historic Scotland, and other smaller grants and 
fundraising, work on the church  
restoration started at the end of April.  
 

We are aiming to record the work by taking photo-
graphs and have taken over 150 over the last 6 
weeks. Work to date includes some re-slating, the 
fitting of new lead valleys to the roof, and removal 
of slates to replace rotten sarking (the wood under-
neath the slates) at the west end of the roof and at 
the foot of the South-East valley. The slates have 
been stripped off the porch which is to be re-slated.  

The correct mortar mix for repointing has been determined, and the repointing 
has started around the north transept window, though at the moment it is usu-
ally hidden behind sacking or tarpaulins to prevent it drying out too quickly. The 
North and South transept window glass has been removed for rebuilding of the 
lead and glass, and the Harrington Mann window with the angel picking tulips, 
and the women at the tomb window opposite have been taken out to be 
mounted in special conservation frames and replaced. The two plain glass lead-
ed windows at the western end of the south wall have also been removed for 
minor repairs and to enable the stonework above them to be repaired. Last 
week (from 9 June) the mullions (stone uprights) and stone tracery of the South 
transept window were taken out. Stone to remake these severely eroded pieces 
is on order from the quarry, and in the meantime the masons are making 
patterns and templates from the stone which has been removed so the glass 
and stone will all fit properly when the window is re-assembled. We are hoping, 
once the work is completed, to produce a photograph album showing the pro-
gress of the works.  
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REPORT ON GENERAL SYNOD June 2014 
 

I attended General Synod in Edinburgh a few days ago and although I don’t 
intend to write a full report, I thought you would be interested to learn 
something of what was discussed. We met in St. Peter’s and St. George’s 
(Ps & Gs) York Place - a new venue for Synod: we gathered around 20 
tables, 6-8 at a table and in these groups with a facilitator we discussed the 
Synod papers. The first to be discussed in this way was the new Grosvenor 
Essay on “The Church and Scottish Identity”. We covered such topics as:  
The role and identity of the Scottish Episcopal Church and what it is able to 
offer, values we wished to see embodied in Scottish life, and How can we 
help embed these values in society? 
 

Rev. Matthew Ross of Action of Churches Together in Scotland addressed 
us and raised a number of issues; among them that the decline in attend-
ance is shared by all churches in Scotland, the expense of maintaining 
buildings – might we share more?  He said the trust, commitment and re-
sources of the SEC are vital to the life of Scotland and he welcomed the 
new Grosvenor Essay and said it was a welcome addition to the Scottish 
debate.  As far as ecumenical relations are concerned, the Rev, Ross said 
we are all journeying together and all hoped to reach our destination – so 
let’s enjoy the journey together.  You can download “Values for Scotland” 
from the ACTS website. Revd Sandy Montgomerie has been appointed by 
General Synod to the Ecumenical Development Group. The group comes 
under the umbrella of ACTS and is closely involved in local ecumenical 
partnerships (LEPs).  
 

As well as all the usual items you expect at an AGM, one really important 
issue brought to Synod was that of the role of TISEC (Theological Institute 
of The Scottish Episcopal Church).  The title is to be changed to Scottish 
Episcopal Institute (SEI) and it will operate differently under the leadership 
of Rev. Canon Dr. Anne Tomlinson.  I don’t know if this will affect Ros Brett 
and Margaret Williams in their training for Lay Readership immediately but 
change will come.  Anne, whom many of you have met was given a stand-
ing ovation and her appointment as Principal was greeted with acclama-
tion.  Anne will be missed greatly in our Diocese where she has done so 
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much good work but now her skills will be shared throughout the Province. 
 

When discussing training for ministry and the SEI, we were asked to  
consider what we look for in our clergy: 

What qualities do you hope to see in your clergy? 
Should ordination training be purely academic or practical as well? 
What skills do clergy need in today’s church and society? 
What is the best way of equipping those training for ministry to 
 become effective ministers and leaders? 
 

If those weren’t hard enough questions, we also discussed same sex rela-
tionships. A “Cascade Conversation” took place in Pitlochry in April where a 
few clergy from each Diocese met to discuss this issue.  Again we sat round 
our tables and discussed: 
 

What had shaped our view about same sex relationships over the years and 
what considerations should the SEC take into account when exploring 
whether to incorporate same sex marriage into its life? This process is going 
to cascade throughout the Province and the Primus is hopeful that a final 
decision on the SEC view on this will be made after General Synod next 
year. 
 

To more mundane topics: of course finance and pensions were mentioned 
and those who deal with these subjects gained everyone’s approval with 
how they are managed.  There were a few changes to Canons (Rules of the 
Church) like including more Lutheran Churches into the Porvoo Agreement 
and tidying up who appoints Lay Representatives in the absence of a cleric. 
 

The Province is going to set up a building maintenance course as it appreci-
ates that many of those involved in fabric maintenance are not builders etc 
by trade and could do with some practical help in the simpler tasks of look-
ing after their church buildings.  “Building and Energy Efficiency” Eco-
congregation Scotland website was recommended. 
 

The last item I want to report on was a motion from the Aberdeen and 
Orkney Diocese.  They don’t think the way of reporting the annual statistics 
gives a correct representation of church attendance and life.  It called upon 
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MINISTRY CELEBRATION SERVICE 
 

The annual service of Celebration and Renewal of Authorised and  
Licensed Ministries will take place this year in: 

 St John the Evangelist, 
 Newall Terrace, 

 Dumfries DG1 1LW 
 at 1.15pm on Saturday 20th September. 

The service has traditionally been held in the early summer, but at the 
request of the Lay Readers, it is being moved to the autumn instead. This 
is so that when Readers graduate from TISEC at the end of the July Sum-
mer School, they can be licensed together at a significant diocesan service, 
in the same way that ordinands are deaconed at a diocesan service shortly 
after completion of their TISEC studies. Even though we don`t have any 
Readers coming out of TISEC this year, it seemed right to set this change of 
date in motion now.  
 

Lay Readers will have their licences renewed and re-commit themselves to 
their task as part of the three-year cycle, and Mrs Linda Whitby, Lay Read-
er Emerita, will preach. If you are authorised for Lay Ministry  then you 
should make every effort to attend this service. But even if you are not au-
thorised for Lay Ministry your support for those who are will be appreciat-
ed and you will be made very welcome.  
 

A light lunch will be served at 12.00 noon and it would be helpful to have 
an idea of numbers attending both the service and the lunch. If you wish 
to attend then please let me know  before Sunday 24th Aug. 
                                                                                                                Martin 

the Bishops to devise a return which better reflects current patterns of sup-
port and activity.  This might mean that our Taize services for example will 
be incorporated into our returns – eventually. If anyone would like to look 
at the General Synod Agenda and the Report and Accounts, please contact 
me, Linda Whitby. 
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Answer on Page 15 



 

 

 

13 



 

 

 

14 

SUMMER QUIZ 
 
1. What was the title of the 1998 sequel to the 1997 film “I Know 

What You Did Last Summer” ? 
2. Who did Jamie Summers turn into to ?  
3. Where is the Pope's summer palace ? 
4. Which one of Shakespeare's sonnets has the opening line, “Shall I 

compare thee to a summer's day” ? 
5. Who played the following characters in TV's “The Last of the  
       Summer's Wine”, [a] Nora Batty, [b] Norman Clegg, [c] Compo,  
       [d] Foggy Dewhurst and [e] Howard Sibshaw ?  
6. What year in the 1960s was referred to as “The Summer of Love” ?  
7. In Shakespeare's “A Midsummer's Night Dream”, who was the King 

of the Fairies ? 
8. Which TV soap opera is set in Summer Bay ?  
9. Where did Cliff Richard travel to in the film “Summer Holiday” ?  
10. In which city were the Summer Olympics held in the following 

year, [a]1904, [b]1924,[c] 1936, [d] 1952 and [e] 1988 ? 

ANSWERS 
 
1. “I Still Know What You Did Last Summer”. 
2. The Bionic Woman. 
3. Castel Gandolfo. 
4. Sonnet Number 18. 
5. [a] Kathy Staff, [b] Peter Sallis, [c] Bill Owen, [d] Brian Wilde and 

[e] Robert Fyfe. 
6. 1967 
7. Oberon. 
8. Home and Away. 
9. Greece. 
10. [a] St. Louis, [b] Paris, [c] Berlin [d] Helsinki and [e] Seoul. 
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Nature 
 
I sit and watch the bushes and flowers that bud again in the spring 
The sight is such a delight to me that I could almost sing. 
The earth is such a beautiful place, a place that is full of wonder 
So why do we constantly search for something just over yonder? 
Take time to look, take time to see, the wonders that are here 
And think before we look elsewhere when all this beauty is near. 
Come my friends look at the land, the flowers and the buds in the spring 
If you look hard enough maybe like me you will feel like you could sing. 
Sing about the wondrous world, about things that we never see 
Stop and look and you will be filled with amazement just like me. 
Give thanks and pray for what we have, for we are truly blessed 
Enjoy our world and what we have till we finally come to rest.  
 
                                                                          Written by Patricia J. Steed 

Answers  



 

 

 

St. Andrew’s, Ardrossan, St. Andrew’s, Irvine and St. Peter’s, Dalry  
form the North Ayrshire Team Ministry  

of the Scottish Episcopal Church 
A warm welcome awaits you at any of our services 

 
Service Details: 

St. Andrew’s Ardrossan 
Sundays 11.30am Family Communion, Crèche and Junior Church 

Wednesdays 10am Holy Communion 
 

St Andrew’s Irvine  
Sundays 9.30am Family Communion 

 
St. Peter’s Dalry 

Sundays 10am Holy Communion 

 

Church Web Site Address:  www.standrews-stpeters.org.uk 
 

Clergy Team details: 
    

 Rector         Revd.  Martin Sofield, 31 Milgarholm Ave Irvine KA12 0EL 

   e-mail: martin.sofield@btinternet.com  Tel: 01294 278341 

 Asst. Priest    Revd. Sandy Montgomerie, 105 Sharphill Rd, Saltcoats KA21 5QU 

   e-mail: sandy.montgomerie@btinternet.com Tel/Fax: 01294 465193 

 

CCL Licences:  1199579 / 962006 / 962013 /  961997 / 961980 Calamus Licence: 2197 

 

Last 
Writes 

From the Editor’s 
desk
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                                                      Date of next Concord October 2014  
 
                                                         As usual, Concord can be viewed on our Web Site.  
 
                             Deadline for articles to be included in our next Magazine is 14th Sept    
                        martin.sofield@btinternet.com or 01294 278341  
                   or St Andrew`s Rectory, 31 Milgarholm Ave, Irvine, KA12 0EL  
 

   Martin Sofield 


