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Dear friends, 
 

As I write, the weather outside is cold and damp, and the wind is 
waving the trees from side to side. I feel somewhat secure and warm, 
observing everything from the comfort of the Rectory Study. I can 
look forward to a healthy meal later in the day and then perhaps 
some television viewing to relax. Everything seems so nice and 
peaceful. But then, as I watch the news reports I am alerted to the 
plight of refugees who have walked innumerable miles looking for 
somewhere to stay. Every border they cross brings further rejection 
and they are moved on, some lucky to receive a little food and water, 
many just moved along.  
 

That mass movement of people reminds me of what Luke tells us in 
his gospel story. “In those days a decree went out from Emperor 
Augustus that all the world should be registered….. All went to their 
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child.” (Luke 2:1-5). The plight of refugees is not the 
same as the registration that Mary and Joseph were attending but 
they do have their similarities. Neither has anywhere to go. There is 
no room at the Inn for Mary and Joseph, and there is no room for the 
refugees…! Both are tired and hungry after travelling long journeys, 
and both have to sleep in the elements with what little shelter they 
can find. 
  

As we celebrate the birth of our Saviour this Christmastide there will 
still be some who have nowhere to go, some who will have nothing to 
eat or drink, and some who will be turned away from what little 
shelter they have. There will still be some who long to share the joy 
and peace that we know. There will still be some who would welcome 
the love and warmth of Christmas in their lives too.  
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Although we meet in Ardrossan 
we have members from all 
three congregations bonding 
through discussion and prayer. We try to support the vast amount of 
work done by MU both worldwide and closer to home. To this end we 
continue to provide the local Women's Refuge with much needed toi-
letries and I am always happy to accept these from you. Bogof is a 
good way to help without damaging your pocket. 
 
Please will you again help us to provide Selection Boxes for the chil-
dren the Refuge cares for. It may be the only gift they receive. We will 
be collecting during the first three weeks in December. 
 
We are a friendly group who enjoy going out for afternoon tea. Why 
not give us a try? You don't need to be a mother or even female to 
belong to MU. You just need a desire to support family life. We meet 
in Ardrossan on the 4th Monday each month at 2.00pm  
January. 26. AGM.                                      
                                                                   Susan Garner (Branch Leader) 

So, as we enjoy our Christmas celebrations let us all remember those 
who are alone, those who are homeless, and those who have nothing 
to eat or drink. Let us all pray that somewhere a door may be 
opened, a hand of friendship extended, and the gift of something, 
however small, may be given to bring joy to someone in need. May 
they all find the peace of Christ somewhere in their lives, and may 
we, in some way, be the instruments of that peace in the world 
today. 
  

With every blessing, 
Freda and I wish you a happy and joyous Christmas 
  

Martin 
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The Prayer Support Team 
 

In January, please remember in your Prayers 
Mary Stewart  Helen Ternent  Connie Mulcock 

 

As they pray for members of their Congregation 
 

Remember also this month 
Sunday School Teachers  

 

The Prayer Support Team 
 

In February, please remember in your Prayers 
Angela Churchill  Carolyn French  David Williams 

 

As they pray for members of their Congregation 
 

Remember also this month 
Eucharistic Assistants 

 

The Prayer Support Team 
 

In March, please remember in your Prayers 
Susan Garner  Anna Sinclair  Susan Barlow 

 

As they pray for members of their Congregation 
 

Remember also this month 
Readers 
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Diocesan Growth Strategy prayer 
 

Spirit of our Loving God, 
in your mercy and compassion 
inspire, encourage and empower us 
to live and work together as a  
Diocese, to allow your mission for 
us to take flesh  through Jesus 
Christ our living and Eternal Lord. 
Amen. 

Just as our growth strategy is an ongoing thing, so too is our  
restoration work at Ardrossan. We will always find work needing to be 
done and the vestry have decided that we will concentrate now on 
parts of the hall that need urgent attention. Fundraising events are 
being arranged to help create a kitchen that will serve anyone who 
would like to use our hall, and replacing the windows will help keep 
more of the heat in and the cold out. 
 

Besides the restoration work we have also started two new social 
groups to further outreach in our community. “Bon Accord” will meet 
twice each month (Further details on next page), and “Just Desserts” 
will meet monthly. 
 

For further information on the Growth Strategy see our website:    
                                  www.standrews-stpeters.org.uk  

Ardrossan Restoration Project 
 

 Future Restoration Fundraising: 
 

 20th December CHRISTMAS RAFFLE (HAMPER) 
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St Andrew’s 
South Crescent Road, Ardrossan 

 

Sunday 13th  
Family Communion 11.30am 

 

Sunday 20th  
              Family Communion 11.30am 
 

Christmas Eve 
Holy Communion 11.15pm 

 

Christmas Day  
Christmas Family Communion 11.30am 

St Andrew’s 
Caldon Road, Irvine 

 

Sunday 13th  
Family Communion 9.30am 

 

Lessons and Carols with the 
Church of Scotland Congregation 

6.30pm 
 

Sunday 20th 
Family Communion 9.30am 

 

Christmas Day 
Christmas Family Communion 

9.30am 

St Peter’s 
Tofts, Dalry 

 

Sunday 13th 
Holy Communion 10.00am 

 

Sunday 20th 
Holy Communion 10.00am 

 

Christmas Eve 
Holy Communion 8.00pm 

 

St. Andrew’s and St. Peter’s 
Christmas Services  
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Dalry Churches Carol Service 
 

The Dalry Churches Carol Service this year 
takes place in St Palladius Church on Saturday 
12th December at 10.30am. 

           The Book Club 
 

 The Book club continues to flourish and we 
will be continuing to read some interesting 
and thought-provoking books. Book club 
meets  every four to five weeks and is open to 
everyone in all three congregations. Contact   

                                          Yvonne for further  information. Tel 552880.  
                                          You will  be very welcome.             Yvonne  

Thank You….! 
 

A big thank you to all my friends in the Irvine congregations ( both 
Episcopal and Church of Scotland)  for the cards, flowers, plants and 
visits during my recent time in hospital and at home while I recov-
ered.   It means the world to have thoughts and prayers when you 
are preparing and having surgery and I am sure it played a big part 
in my recovery. Bill was a great nurse and “carer” and I thank him 
also.  You are a truly super lot and life would not be the same with-
out you.  Thanks a million!  
 

                                                                                               Barbara   

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiArPqmuabJAhVC1xoKHZYUDcQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpal.com%2Fclipart_pd%2Fholiday%2Fchristmas%2Fcarolers1.html&psig=AFQjCNH5P9FhrgKGgGsYmSS52lRv7R4uYw&
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Notes on the Ardrossan AGM  
Sunday 22nd November 
 

 
The continued absence of the Paying officer was again noted.  
The allocation of Top-ups is to be re-negotiated at the next occasion 
that it is requested. 
 

The Refurbishment Fund stands effectively at about £4000. 
The kitchen etc windows will be replaced in the Spring and then we 
will get on with updating the kitchen. 
 

The new social group, “Bon Accord”, meets on the first and third 
Wednesdays of the month and is growing slowly. There will be a 
Christmas Lunch on 18th December which is open to all. 
 

The Junior Church has been suspended but there is now a monthly 
Bible Study for the older children. Thanks were given to Lilian Ban-
croft and Claire White for all their work with the Junior Church. 
 

Susan Garner, Jim Mitchell and June Wallace were elected to the Ves-
try and Eveline Gray was re-elected. Eveline is now the Alternate Lay 
Representitive and Susan Garner is the Regional Council Representi-
tive. 
 

A new committee was formed to fill out the Mission Action Plan for 
the coming year, determining the views of the congregation. 
 

A massive vote of thanks went to the retiring Fabric Convener Toby 
Churchill for all his hard work, especially the form filling for grants 
which made possible the Restoration Project last year. 
 
                                                                                        Katherine Scott 
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r c i v y w a d v e n t d b k 

e h p s n o w m a n r w e q t 

l r h c t l t n l t u z c x b 

v i o a m l p b j p d t e t n 

e s l r m e r r y e o n m p d 

s t l o r h p r h a l l b n s 

j m y l p m p z h c p p e l t 

o a t s k l v z y e h g r m o 

y s d t m z n m f t o y s r c 

s c b r t n o r t h p o l e k 

l m k e w f k t s a n t a y i 

e j f e b r l s n o w r m v n 

i n r e i n d e e r y x f d g 

g f j i n g l e b e l l s y k 

h r n t i n s e l w d s t a r 

Christmas Word Search… Words can go across and down only. 
Words may overlap but do not share letters.  

advent ivy reindeer star 

carols jingle bells rudolph stocking 

christmas joy santa tinsel 

december merry sleigh toys 

elves north pole snow tree 

holly peace snowman  
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Here is a web site for kids, both young and not so 
young, that will allow you to keep track of Santa 
on his journey on the 24th December.  This is 
done with the help of NORAD (yes the North 
American Aerospace Defence Command).  The 
site is open from 1st December to begin the 
countdown to Santa’s launch. 
 

www.noradsanta.org 

Christmas Anagrams 
 
 

1 – Travel and Dance (2) 
2 – Rich Star Meets (2) 
3 – Smashing tricks cost (2) 
4 – Wean again Mary (4) 
5 – Vicars Themes (2) 
6 – The magic swiftness heart-throb (5) 
7 – Spice in 'em (2) 
8 – Modestly switch after-shave (5) 
9 – He's Fat, Smart, Rich (2) 
10 – Scathing mud drips (2) 
11 – Red Ernie (1) 
12 – Let in Things (2) 

ANSWERS 
 

1 - Advent Calendar 
2 - Christmas Tree 
3 - Christmas Stockings 
4 - Away in a manger 
5 - Christmas Eve 
6 - Twas the night before Christmas  
7 - Mince Pies 
8 - The Twelve Days of Christmas 
9 - Father Christmas 
10 - Christmas Pudding  
11 - Reindeer 
12 - Silent Night 



 
 

 

St. Andrew’s, Ardrossan, St. Andrew’s, Irvine and St. Peter’s, Dalry  
form the North Ayrshire Team Ministry  

of the Scottish Episcopal Church 
A warm welcome awaits you at any of our services 

 
Service Details: 

St. Andrew’s Ardrossan 
Sundays 11.30am Family Communion, Crèche and Junior Church 

Wednesdays 10am Holy Communion 
 

St Andrew’s Irvine  
Sundays 9.30am Family Communion 

 
St. Peter’s Dalry 

Sundays 10am Holy Communion 

 

Church Web Site Address:  www.standrews-stpeters.org.uk 
 

Clergy Team details: 
    

 Rector         Revd.  Martin Sofield, 31 Milgarholm Ave Irvine KA12 0EL 

   e-mail: martin.sofield@btinternet.com  Tel: 01294 278341 

 Asst. Priest    Revd. Sandy Montgomerie, 105 Sharphill Rd, Saltcoats KA21 5QU 

   e-mail: sandy.montgomerie@btinternet.com Tel/Fax: 01294 465193 

 

CCL Licences:  1199579 / 962006 / 962013 /  961997 / 961980 Calamus Licence: 2197 
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                                                      Date of next Concord April 2016  
 
                                                         As usual, Concord can be viewed on our Web Site.  
 
                             Deadline for articles to be included in our next Magazine is 6th Mar    
                        martin.sofield@btinternet.com or 01294 278341  
                   or St Andrew`s Rectory, 31 Milgarholm Ave, Irvine, KA12 0EL  
 

   Martin Sofield 


